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lanned by that Gentleman, and adopted by — 
n with a brief Statement (writ- | 
ten likewiſe at that Period) of the moſt eligible 
mode for collecting the Revenues of Bengal, and 
\  admmiſtering Juſtice to the Natives. 
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HEN. Mr. aw's s plan or 4 WY: 


rery, or fixed ſettlement of the landed 

Revenues of Bengal was announced to the- 
public, it naturally excited the attention 
of all thoſe converſant in this important 
branch of the Company's affalrs and ber | 
ing accompanied Tat ſtrong aſſumed poſi- 
tions, new in their nature and dividing the 
opinion of many, was the cauſe of a fair” 
opening for the preſent inveſtigation, both, 
with reſpe& to the tenure of zemindarry 
property, fuch as had till then obtained, 
and the future benefit which was held out | 
as the likely reſultof the preſent innovation. 

Mr. Law was then entruſted with one of 
the chiefdivifions of the Subah or Province 
of Bahar, and the practicability of his plan 
Was 


8 

| 

| 
| 


"I #} 
was ſu ppoſed to attach more to this Pro- 
vince, than to that of Bengal; it ſeemed 
therefore his wiſh and object to carry with 


him the opinions of thoſe Gentlemen, who 
were, or had been, his Colleagues in local 


official ſtations: the preſent Publiſher of 


this work had been at that period but re- 
cently removed from being one of Mr. 


Law's Cotemporaries in Bahar in that line, 


and the attention which he had beſtowed 
on His Diſtriet having been favored with 
general commendation (Vide Letters) to- 

ther, with having, during his admini- 
5 maintained a friendly public 1 inter- 
courſe, and having the pleaſure of boaſting 
of a perſonal intimacy with that — 
man, induced probably Mr. Law to conſi- 


der him, as one of thoſe, of whoſe appro- 


bation to his Plan, or remarks regarding 
its tendencx, he felt himſelf deſirous of re- 
ceiving. With this view Mr. Law favored 


him with a printed Copy, and invited him 


thereby to a candid diſcuſſion when oppor- 
tunity ſhould offer: F or this purpoſe the 
8 Publiſher had, in the courſe of his 


reading it, curſorily made his objections to 


it 


; 
1 
it in notes annexed to the margin of the 


Book, intending them ſolely fe 85 Mr, 


Law's peruſal when a future meeting 
might have occurred between the Parties. 
But Mr. Law being called to the Preſiden- 


cy, in ſupport of his Plan, and to giye it 


greater efficacy, to a ſeat to the Board of 


Revenue, and its having been known that 


the Publiſher, with many other Gentle · 
men of ſuperior knowledge widely differ- 
ed in ſentiment with Mr. 53 on the 
points which he had expoſed to view, a 
copy of his ſuggeſtions was required by a 


Sen in high employment; and with 


this intent they were copied and forward - 
ed; although they could have anſwered 
no good — e ee for the noble 
Perſonage, at the head of the Admini- 
ſtration, who had the hole power and 
reſponſibility concentrated in him, Was 
ſtrongly impreſſed that the adoption of 
ſuch a Plan would inſure as permanent 
benefit to his Employers, as it would be 


diffuſing a ſyſtem of humanity. and future 


welfare to thoſe concerned in its operation. 
1 


A2 


[ vi} 

How far Mr. Law's Plan has been at- 
5 with this bleſſing, or; how veri- 
fed the Publiſher s predictions, will now be 
2 evinced to the unbiaſſed Reader, 


and this, by the ſequel which will Upper 
in appendix at this oo ere 


It is Abs arH However on Rim to 
point out that the Syſtem, or innovation, 
has now had an experience of nearly ten 
years, and, ſo wedded were the original 
ſchemers and? approvers of i it, upon the 
Juſt maxim, no doubt, of all proper- 
ty which is fixed dein more valuable 
ua other conſtantly fluctuating, that, 
from their recommendation the Settlement 
for ten years, not only, was confirmed, 
but, declared to be in perpetuity. Yet, 
equally wonderful as grivous to relate, 
the very reverſe has been the | caſe, Be 
notwithſtanding theſe apparent Advanta. 
ges, it will be found, that the ancient hold- 
ers of land who were induced into their 
temporary acquieſcence, and men whom 
Mahomedan Conquerors had reſpected, 
have been entirely ruined and ejected; 
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that a total inverſion of Property has con- 


ſequently followed; and that even thoſe 


who, by ſtraining every Nerve of private 
reſource, have been enabled to reſiſt this 
injurious fate by withholding their lands 
from ſo melancholy a transfer, have re- 


cently petitioned to be exempted from 


continuing them on the preſent Leaſe 
in ne goes alledging that they had 
only pledged themſelves to pay the Jum- 
ma, or Rent afhxed to them for ten years: 
all which circumſtances are ſuch, as de- 
note and promiſe, from the known bene- 
volence of thoſe entruſted with the Com- 
pany's affairs the fulleſt reconſideration of 
this very ſerious ſubject; to aid which the 
Publiſher humbly ſubmits his own re- 
marks, in contraſt to thoſe which gave 
birth to a meaſure, in which the Compa- 
ny's welfare has been, and 1s, ſo ſubſtan- 
tially involved; and in the continuation of 
which, it's intereſts are threatened to be 
affected, unleſs a change as rapid as that 
which occaſioned its pernicious adoption, 
ſhould be immediately refolved upon, and, 
without delay, ordered to be carried into 
effec,” * | 


UU— TI 2 — — 


Revenue Board, | FI | 
Collector of Tirhoot. 


81 n. 8 Sth 
ON: the 3d inftant we teſtified to you our qatis faction at your 
+> x Spry the collection under your charge for the year 1193 
Fuſſuly, and tranſmitted the neceſſary inſtructions for your guidance 
in Concluding the ſettlement for 1194. | | 
Since then we have pointed out your metits, in the diligent dif- 
charge of your truſt; to the attention of the Right Honourable the 
Governor General and Council; that they may have an opportuni- 
ty of expreſſing that approbation of your conduct, which, we are 
rfuaded, you will conſider as the moſt pleaſing reward of your 
Foccefiful bal in the public ſervice, 2 
| We are Sir; c. 


I dSigned. . CPE R, 
Calcutta, | IJ. GRA HAM, 


»7th October, 1786. "MACKENZIE, 
TO 5 Es. 1 F--BFBLYN. *& 
Revenue Board, 
To Mr. C. H GRAND, 
» Collector of Tirhoot. 
1'R, 


HAVING repreſented to the Right Honorable the Governor 
General and Council the punctuality with which the revenues com- 
mitted to your charge were realized during the laſt year, we have 
the pleafure to inform you that they haye deſired us to return you 
their thanks on the occaſion, 


We are Sir, &c. 
( Signed ) 


Calcutta, T. GRAHAM, 
25th October, 1786. F. EVELYN, 
| Ex. R. JOHNSON. 
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TO JOHN SH OR E, EV. Preſident, 
and Members of the Board of Revenue. 


Gentlemen, 


AS I have not been favoured with any reply to my letters of 
the 2oth May, 15th and 21ſt September, one of the latter contain= 
ing an account, demands, receipts and diſburſements to the end of 
the year 1194, Fufſully, I beg lcave to call your attention again to 
them, with a view that. before I quit the prefidency, I may receive 
the ſelf- ſatis faction of knowing, whether to the cloſe of the execution of 
the duties of my ſtation, as collettor of Tirhoot, you deem me deferwing of 
your approbation, | of 


Should I, in your judgement, be thought entitled to this acknow- 
ledgment, it will be an addition to the repeated flattering.communs 
dations with which you have honoured me; and as ſuch, it cannot 
eſcape your diſcernment, that it concerns my reputation, they (h ud 
not be with-held at this junErure, ſince their onnſſion would imply 
an indirect cenſure on my conduct. — l trut, theretore, gentlemen, 
you will confider this my ſolicitation, as a duty I owe to myſelf, aud 
in conſequence, favor me with your early determination, 


I have the honour to be, 
Gentlemen, 
Your moſt obedient 
Calcntia, 


24th Jan. 1788. 


Humble Servant, 


G. F. GRAND, 
O 
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To Mr. G. F GRAN. 


Revenue Board. 
Sir, 


We have received your letter of the 24th Inſtant. 
On our examination of the annual accounts of yert collecti- 


ons for the Fuſfuly year, 1194, we have pleaſure in obſerving, 


that the revenues lately under your charge have been well kept up 
We have alſo pleaſure in acknowledging the effential information 
communicated in your letter of the 2oth May, reſpecting the reve- 


nues and uſages in the diſtrict of Tirhoot. 


Adverting, on this occaſion, to the recent arrangement of the 
province of Bahar, by which another Gentleman has been eppoin- 
ted to your late ſtation, we deem it incumbent upon us to expreſs 
our entitire ſatisfaction with your management and the zeal and 
ability with which you conducted the functions of that important 


charge. 
rte We are, 
* * "> . 
4 * . Sir, 
2 Your moſt obedient Servants, 
| SE M 
Calcutta, T. GRAHAM, 


the 29th Fanuary, 1788. 
FOHN MACXENZ IE. 


COPY of a LETTER, tra/mitted to Mr. Grand by the Board of 
Revenue i Augu/? 1789. 


To Mr. G. F. GRAND, 


late Collector of Tirhoot. 


SIR, i 

I am directed by the Board of Revenue to acquaint you, that 
the Honourable the Court of Directors in their general Letter per 
Swallow, have been pleaſed to expreſs their entire approbation of 
your ſervices; and the high ſenſe they entertain of the ability 
manifeſted in your management of the late truſt committed to 
your charge, 

I am Sir, &c. 


Calcutta, (Signed) 7. H. HARRINGTON, 
Augt. 18, 1789 | Secretary. 
REMARKS 
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REMARKS. 


R. Law ſets out by  ſhewing, that the 

great object of 0 Plan is, To ſe- 
c cure property and to create confidence 
as far as human nature will admit, for, as 
he proceeds, After indulging the moſt 
% benevolent ſpeculations „inevitable ca- 
lamities will require temporary extra- 
H ordinaries:” Theſe, however, (Mr. 
Law adds) „When impartially levied, 
« are eaſily defrayed by an improved 
„Country.“ 


I muſt beg leave to differ in toto from 
every ground herein aſſumed, for, where 
can be the neceflity, further to ſecure Pro- 
ſierty, or, further to create confidence, if, 
as Mr. Law propoſes, throughout the 
courſe of his work, Zemindary Tenure 7zs 
and ever has beth hereditary: and, how 
can Mr, Law reconcile, as conſiſtent with 


Ba this 


0 


[ 22 ] 


this Mocurerry Svſtem, as laid down 1 
him. the idea of lex vyng temporary extra- 
ordinaries, when, once the Revenue is de- 
termined A) permanently fixed 


I ſhall now, in continuation, record my 
Remarks, as they occurred, when Mr. 


Law favored me with a printed copy of 


his Plan: begging my Readers, not to 
loſe ſight, in the courſe of hs reading 
they may be pleaſed to beſtow on theſe, 


of this obſervation. viz. that, of the junc- 


ture, when theſe Remarks were bye and 
written, being all prior to Mr. Law's Plan 
having, either been put in execution, or 


at that period poſitively adopted. 
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Ms. LAW“CS 
MocurrERY PLAN, 
A. M. 1789. 


Recommend that each Vil- 
lage be diſtinctly aſſeſſed, 
ſome now too heavily, to be 
lightened, and others equitably 
increaſed ; from my knowledge 
of this Pergunnah and the im- 
provements by my. Sezawul, I. 
am of opinion, that Cooſra may 
always eaſily pay 2 500 Rupees 
per Annum. | 
With your ſanction I will allot 
it out, and where waſte lands 
cannot be properly taxed, theſe 
ſhall remam as Crown Lands, 
(t) till encreaſed wealth and 


population create propoſals for 


their quit- rent. 


Where Zemindars hold their” 


own Villages all is plain, but 
where they refuſe the quit- 
rent allotment, they will re- 
ceive their one-tenth Malicon- 
nah, (2) which is an indulgent 
and permanent compenſation. 


(3) When Government thus 


fix and publiſh the land- tax of 


each village, the Canongoes are 
rendered uſeleſs, theſe and the 
Chowdry Office originated in 


ſuſpicion, for, where demands 


are Ad libitum, numerous checks 
muſt be provided againſt the Col- 


lectors which by burthening the 


Cultivators with expence, di- 
miniſhes their payments of re- 
venus. 

The 


REMARKS.” 
"THEREON, WRITTEN © 
| IN 1789. 5 I 


% 


(i) How is this to be recon- 


ciled where, theſe waſte Lands. 


certainly appertain to a heredi- 
tary Zemindar ? 


(2) In Appendix A. He ſays 


it was fixed by the conſtitution 
of the Government. How then 


can it be an Indulgence ? And 


how a Compenſation ? What, 
ten per Cent. from the Produce 
of their Hereditary Eſtates ! 


(3) The Canongoes are abſo- 
lutely neceſiary to regiſter every 
Payment of Revenue, that Go- 


vernment may not be impoſed 


upon. 
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Mr. Law's PLAN. 

The farming ſyſtem has been 
the ruin of this country. One 
Man alone can be aggrandized 
in each Pergunnah, but too fre- 
quently, by endeavouring to 
(4) obtain the Zemindary rights 
and levelling under renters, he 
Tuins himſelf and injures the 
Revenue, (5) alienates lands, 


and involves in labored (6) am- 
biguity the Moffuſil Collections. 


Whereas, if Government de- 
termining the rights of Zemin- 
dars from the year 1771, with- 
out further retroſpection reſol- 
ved upon a fixed Rent-roll of 
each Pergunnah, all would be 
plain and ſure; the Collector 
(7) could not exact more, and as 


the Land would be anſwerable, 


the Revenue would be certain. 


(8) The wealthy and credita- 
ble would become, competitors 
for Mocurrery Tenures, and by 
emulous improvements, from 
(9) ſelf· intereſt encourage the 
Ryots. | 


The 


thus loſes his Eſtate. 


REMARKS. 


(4) How can. he obtain the 
Zemindary Rights, if it is left 
at the option of the hereditary 
Zemindar to deliver in his en- 
gagements, or receive Malicon- 
nah ? Aa 

(5) © Alienates lands.” Never 
poſſible, without the connivance 
of the Collector. 

(6) *Labored ambiguity,” cafily 
obviated, by ſpecifying in each 
Pottah the Tee , or fixed rates 
of Land on every Product, and 
the Abooabs, or Ceſſes. Thus 
the Collections are ſimplified. 


(7) Vet, if the Collector, by 
Caprice, Ignorance, or Deſign, 
aſſeſſed this Pergunnah too high- 
ly, the HEREDITARY Zewinlier 


ought there not to be a given 
time to prove the propriety of 
the Aſſeſlnent? 


* 
o 


Surely, 


(8) Juft, ſo far That nine- 


' tenths of the Zemindars, being 


the reverſe, and indebted to 


Shroffs (Money-lenders.) Should 


they in their Mocurrery Tenure 


of the foregoing year, and in 


be the Shroff to whom he has 


moſt, and this Balance created by 
an accumulation of uſurious 
Intereſt. Thus the nature of 


ZEMINDARY PROPERTY, ad- 
mitting it in Mr. Law's ' fulleſt 


extent, is totally inverted. 
(10) How 


be only aſſeſſed on the principle 


the firſt and ſecond year of their 
new Tenure any caſualty occurs 
their uxRREDTTAAY Eſtate will 
be ſold, and the competitor will 


1 


* 


probably fallen in Balance the 


* 
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Mr. LAw's PLAN. 


- 


(10) How many men in 
neighbouring countries expoſed 
to the ravages of war and op- 
preſſion, would bring their capi- 
tals inte theſe Provinces to pur 
chaſe the Mocurrerys of thoſe 
whom folly or extravagance o- 
bliged to ſell. 


(11) Where large Zemindars 
are at preſent Renters, I would 
avoid minute inveſtigation, and 
only cauſe them to apportion 
the Groſs Jumma upon their 
ſeveral villages, which might be 
privately ditpoſed of by them- 
ſelves, or publicly ſold for ar- 
rear, liable to the ſpecified rent, 
If great families fall, and others 
riſe on their ruin, in the natural 
revolutions of time and chance, 
it will not affect either the cre- 
dit or revenue of our Govern- 
ment. Landed property will be- 
come more equally divided. 
Individuals will vie in build- 
ings, dreſs &c.—Manufactories 
will revive.— The dangerous in- 
fluence feudal Rajahs and Na- 
bobs will be difperſed.— All 
ranks will chearfully acquieſce 
in any temporary tax for de- 
fending their valuable poſſeſ- 
ons, 


REMARKS. 


(9) The Zemindar's Poverty, 
as before ſtated, prevents the 
gratification of this ſelf-intereſt, 
and thence removes the poſſibi- 
lity of his defeating the eventual 
calamity of Seaſons in the com- 
mencement of his Tenure, 


(10) Eſtabliſh them firſt to be 
Wealthy, before you can im- 
poo Folly or Extravagance, as 
ikely events. 


0 


(11) If the Mocurrery Syſ- 
tem is to prevail, the ſame nie» 
thod muſt be obſerved in ap- 


2 the Revenue to the 


arge, as to the ſmall Zemin- 
daries.— The former muſt be 
rated from an informed detail 
of the Mowzas, &c. &c. that 
compriſe it Elſe what parti- 
ality would enſue! And the very 
reverſe be the conſequence of 
what Mr. Law promiſes him- 
telf in this Paragraph, in Tag 
DANGEROUS FEUDAL INFLU=- 
ENCE BEING DISPERSED. But 
on this point, I would aſk Mr. 
Law—Suppoſing this brilliant 
Succeſs to attend his Mocurrery 
ſyſtem, the Zemindars at once 
to grow wealthy, to vie conſe- 
23 in Buildings and Dreſs, 
oes he not think that poss Ess- 
ING THE SINEWS and inherits 
ing the Attachment of Vaſſals 
to their liege Lord, they would 
not be more likely to command 
and obtain the effect of their 
: N feudal 
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feudal allegiance? Abſtracted 
from that proneneſs to Novelty, 
that inſenſibility ot Gratitude, 
experience muſt have taught us 
is 10 inherent in them; and add- 
ed to this, the reluctance they 
muſt ever entertain for a Go- 
vernment of a Nation of Fo- 
reigners, totally ſeparated from 
them, by Habit, Religion, Man- 
ners and Cuſtoms. Surely the 
keeping them in a certain ſub- 
jection and dependance on the 
Government, by an occaſional! 
renewal of their Leiſes upon 
moderate terms, and accuſtom- 
ing them to that obedient, re- 


ſpectful, and indulgent annual 


ceremony of the Pooneah, would 
in my idea, be more political. 
If Mr. Law's plan ſucceeds, all 
hope and fear vaniſhes, No re- 
miſſion for caſual incidents, to 
which the Seaſons may have 
ſubjected their Lands, or its 
produce: No Indulgence by 
ſmall loans happily diſtributed 
to the Induſtrious, to bring 
waſte Lands on their Eſtates 
ipto cultivation. All Spur to 
Induſtry and attachment loſt ; 
and no dread entertained, or, 
rather reſpect for the local Chief, 
becauſe, in the regulation once 
fixed, of the ſale of Land being 
immediate to default of pay- 
ment, no option will remain, 
but on the contrary, a fixed 


routine of action and pervading 


eyery branch indiſcriminately. 


Beſides the thought of ren- 
dering them totally independent 
hereaiter and unmindful of Go- 


Mr. 
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MR. Law's PLAN. 


1 Fi 
1 FI] 
1 
7 
0 4 
£3 * 4 
* 
* 
TW 
. +1 
2 * 4 
a 08> oy 4 14 24 
44 4 4 s &4 4 4 14 1 
ot] (1a 1 | 
1 £5 
„ 44 
1 4 82 
554 — 
8 g 
} ; 71 
35 1 f? z (113176. 4 
o 
wt 4 3 .< 
22 
44 
** 
? * 
* 1 
I 


If the Mocurrerys are con- 
firmed, there cannot be an An- 
na balance, and the Natives will 
enrich the Country by their ex- 
ertions. A Farmer, ſay they, 
will not extend his length of 
leaſe to us; but grant us a 
ſnorter one, and ſubſequently 
raſe demands upon us in pro- 
portion to our improvement, 


which if we refuſe, he devotes: 


to a deſperate high bidder, or 
a mercileſs feryant the fruits of 
our 


 REMARK's,5/ 


vernment, by their Zemindary». 


MocurreryTenures: being grants! 


ed and confirmed © Me- Fur»: 


zundàan,“ or in - perpetuity to 
themfelves and Deſcendants. 
What can induce ſuch a change 
in favor of Men, Who ever con- 
ſidered the confirmation of their 
Zemindary Sunnud in behalf of 
their Sons &. at their Deceaſe, 
to be entirely dependent on the 


will and pleaſure! of the Sove-; 


reign ? deeming, in fact, at that 
moment, the Lands, they bad 
held under, and in virtue of, 
his Grant and its expreſs tes 
nure, completely reverted to him.) 
Would not any. inſtance of - a; 
Nazim, poſſeſſing himſelf, of 
them, until che Heir had ohr 
tained the confirmation, and 
meeting; with Reſiſtance there» 
in, from the Zemindar's Deſ- 
cendants, been] held Tanta- 
mount in them to Rebellion? 


* 1.34 CLICK] ? {34 * 29 
Where in God's name, there- 
fore, is che hereditary;; Poſſeſs; 
fon r i ef teens Jo. 0 f 
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MR. Law?'s'PLAN. 


our induſtry; we can (12) now 
berrow money of Hankers, cat- 


tie und ſeed; having landed 


ſecurſty to offer: and who will 
he backward to labour when 
the profit is their own ? The 
fol will return. twenty grains 
for one, who will not lend at 
ſuel intereſt? Should Govern» 
ment heſitate to grant us Sun- 
mids{' we ſhall nevertheleſs be 
grateful for the vemoyal of in- 
termodiate Farmers; and though 
the ſuſpence prohibits building, 
yet eonfiding in a humane ad- 
miniſtration, 13) by encreaſed 
Cultiviftion endeavout to obtain 
the reward of Confirmation, 
and evince by exertion that we 
are not undeſer ving of kindneis. 


In allotting the portion of the 
Groſs Jumma or Revenue upon 
the ſeveral Villages, I experi- 
enred à facility beyond my ex- 
pectations, from the ready pro- 
potals of every claſs of Natives; 
the Zemindars reviving at the 
hope of emancipation from vex- 
atious temporary Farmers, and 
men (14) of property rejoicing 
at the idea of extrication from 
diſtreſsful fluctuating uncertain» 
ty; for by the former ſyſtem, the 
rights of inferior Land-holders 
were left inſecure, and confu- 
ſion occalioned, which while it 
harraſſed the honeſt, creditable, 
and prudent, promoted the kna- 
viſh, indigent, and deſperate, 


To elucidate the argument in 
favor of the Mocurrery Syſtem ; 
4 I havg 


REMARKS: - 


(12) Firſt prove to the na- 
tive Lender the likelihood of 
Profit reſulting from the appli- 
cation of his Loan, ere you can 
give to landed ſecurity a greater 
value than it at preſent bears. 


(13) Where is the benefit, or 
great neceſſity of encreaſed Cul- 
tivation, ſince experience daily 
demonſtrates from the ſurplus 
of grain, of each year, and the 
known boards aſcertained, in 
times of ſcarcity, to have con- 
tained the ſurplus accumulating 
of ſeveral years, that the Produce 
already exceeds the Conſump- 
tion? Ariſe in the price, from 
greater 2 or more of 
our ſubjects dedicating their la- 
bour to Manufactures, muſt firſt 
occur, before encreaſed Culti- 
vation, can be reckoned upon, 
as ſo great a benefit, If either 
of the latter inſtances have not 
effect, and yet encreaſed Culti- 


vation takes place, it will ra- 


ther, than prove of that advan- 
tage which Mr. Law holds out, 
operate as a detriment: fince of 
courſe, the encreaſed Cheapneſs 
will contribute to the natural 
indolence of the People, and 
alſo "leſſen more the number of 
our few' manufacturers already 


employed. 


(iti) Vide the apparent con- 
tradiction under the head of 
Farming, Paragraph the firſt ; 
and encloſed iu this very Letter. 


This reſts on individuals and 
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Ma. Law's PLAN. 


I. bave contraſted the reſult of 
the two modes of Farming and 
Mocurrerys under their reſpec- 
tive heads. „ ie 


. 


The firſt and moſt immediate 
conſideration of Government is 
the ſecurity. This reſts on Indivi- 
duals and at preſent nowns or 
PROrENTYVREMAIN, conſequent- 
ly loſſes muſt occur by death, 
embezzlement and miſmanage- 
ment. Lπꝰτ/π]¹. TIE 
| Moccurrerys: 


Every man will lay out money 
in permanent ſtructures, as ſuch 
works enhance the value of his 
eſtate and promiſe future bene- 
fit, if a ſcarcity happens the 
Land holders will forego (15) 
demands and encourage cultiva- 
tion to preferve their tenants, 
who become a part of their ne- 
ceſſary property. „ vim un 


Farming. 


(16) At the expiration of the 
period of his leaſe, the Farmer's 
iatereſt prompts him to make 
the moſt to enrich himſelf, and 
reader his country lefs capable 
of an encreaſe, he will have 
1 himſelf, and kept 
every under Renter in poverty. 


Farmers entice Foreigners who 
come with © property to rent, 
that they may obtain it, and 
thus others are. deterred from 

coming C2 


- RtEvMarks. 


. 


at preſent vows or PROPERTY 
REMAIN.“ * 


-' (15)A rich man enjoying ſuch 
a tenure may remit caſually; 
but I deny that a poor one can, 
and, particnlarly, after the de- 
mands of Goverfiment; in Pri- 
ma facie to his grant, have been 
apportioned, ſo as to receive the 
whole of the ſurplus remaining, 
after his diſburſements for the 
current wants of life have been 
ſupplied. 


(16) Keep a watchful eye 
over a Farmer—maintain the 
exerciſe: of that riet Juſtice 
with which you are empowered 
and I will aver the Farming Syſ- 
tem is the beſt, I would aſk Mr. 
Law, If the Country was ever 
better adminiftered than early 
after the - acquiſition of the 
Dewanny under Aumils ſubor- 
dinate to the Patna Council? 
Muſſelmen of Rank were enticed. 
and 


* As. th - Aft 
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Mx. Law's PLA. 


eoming; and unlefs by renting, 
how are they to ſupport them- 
ſelves, the commerce having 
been hitherto monopolized ? 


Aumils alienate lands under 
various denominations, either 
from bribery or charity ; per- 
haps they are furtively ſecreted 
from a ſubſequent negligent Au- 
mil, who fails aerated" but 
when an abler one ſucceeds they 
are reſumed, to avoid this, Sou- 
badars have taxed the revenue 
with Eſtabliſhment and Penſions, 


Mocurrerys. 


Under the Feudal Mogul Go- 

verment, lands allotted to Re- 
ligious Edifices and colleges 
were deemed ſacred, and the 
Rulers ſupported them by Dona» 
tions; under our Government, 
both theſe ſources are Fopped 
(17) and they have conſequently 
decayed; upon a Moeurrery: 
Syſtem, the Proprietors . may, 
endow their eſtates by bequeſt 
without any loſs of Revenue to 
Government, theſe villages be- 
ing liable to the fixed rent and 
the Surplus produce only tranſ- 
ferred. £ 17 


| Farming. | 


(18). A Farmer takes a whole! - 
or ſeveral Pergunnahs including: 


market duties &c. without any 


ſpecification. of the villages ; Go»: 


erment therefore is totally pre- 


vented 


-  ReManxs.. ''/ 


and encouraged from honoura- 
— to ſettle in the Coun- 
try, and if they did get any thing 
from the farms which they held, 
they, at leaſt, ſpent it locally. 
It beſides, leſſened the Feudal 
Zemindary Subſerviency, with- 
out entirely deſtroying it; And 
what retainers theſe aumils, from 
popularity and liberality, acqui- 
red, with ' themſelves, as Sol- 


diers of Fortune poſſeſſing a cer- 


tain tie of gratitude for the ſtate 
to which their ſervices were ho- 
norably devoted, would. have 


formed a certain dependance on 


the moment of emergency which 
Zemindary inſenſibility would 
have been unequal to, and there- 
"oe could not have been expect- 
Eds. Fo i e i 


67) At this moment | ſuch 
Lands exiſt, and, of thoſe Lands 
allotted: for that | Purpoſe the 
Rulers: donation is the Product, 
In my practice 1 never knew of 
a ſingle Reſumption, and Mr. 
Shore in his Inſtructions about 
the Bazy Zemeen Lands effect- 
nally guarded them againit an 
Inveſtigation. or enquiry, of the 


ſuper- intendant of that office. 


Whence, this Aſſertion, therefore, 


: of 4 Theſe Sources being ſtop- 


6 ped”? 4 
(18) Keep the Country Khäſs 


for one Year, and this objection 
is removed, by every interior 
knowledge being, aequired in 


that period. int 


fication 
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Mr. Law's PlAx. b 


vented from interior arrange 
ments during the Leaſes 


* 


Mocurrerys. 


By this Syſtem each village and 
number of Begahs are aſcertain- 
ed, all illegal alienations are eaſi- 
ly diſcovered, and will become 
an addition to the preſent Reve- 
nue, and as the wealth of a nati- 
on ariſes from commerce which 
depends upon the proper modi- 


fication” of the Gunges ; I have 


therefore excluded them from 
(19) the Mocurrerys for any fu- 
ture reform. 


Farming. 


When a Zemindar farms his own 
country if he falls in arrears he 
muſt either be ouſted in toto. or 
a portion of his Zemindary ſold 
(20) but no rent is aſcertained; 
and indeed purchaſers cannot be 
found to buy land which can on- 
ly be valuable by calculating 


the certain expence and proba- 


ble profits. 22 | . 


(21) If a Farmer abſconds or 


is impriſoned ſhould he not have . 


I1quidated 


„ Rtmannxs. 1 
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(19) The Zemindars cannot be 
leaſed with ſuch arrangement, 
ince they conſider their Ze- 
mindary Say'r Rights much 
more heri 
and theſe are often diſpoſ- 
ed of, at leaſt, the life intereſt 
in them, when the former are 
expreſſſy reſerved. Similarly, 
as in France, when many Lands 
and Eſtates being ſold, the 
Droits du Seigneur“ are pre- 
ſerved in many caſes by the fa- 
mily compelled to this reluctant 
tep. 250i 1 | 


: 


| Beſides. Mr. Law would find 


many Authors and opinions, at 


variance with his Poſition of the 
wealth of a. Nation aziſing from 


Commerce and conceiving that 
the fundamental wealth of a Nas , 


tion ariſes, from agriculture.” 


(20) *No Rent is aſcertained” 
I deny this. Such a ſtatement 
may, eaſily, and accurately, be 
formed, either from obtaining 
the Zemindars' papers, or from 


local enquiry: of his Putwaries. 


(21) This never happened in 
my knowledge, nor, I am _u 
1 27 | - nee 


e than their Lands; 
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Mr. Law's PAN. 


liquidated the Maliconnah, or 
Zemindar's one tenth, Gover- 
ment are bound in Juſtice, to 
the numerous Land-holders to 
defray the arrears. from the 
Treaſury, the farmer being only 
a delegate; thus in addition to 
batances ſums muſt be refun- 
(22) A Farmer is harraſſed oY, 
claims,” and the Zemindars diſ- 
treſſed by neceſfary ſuits, the 
Maliconnah, or one-tenth, va- 
rying with the produce; after 
deductiug expences, both which 


are ample ſubjects of diſpute, . 


and difficulty of proof. 


The Dewanftiy Adawlet is at 
preſent diſtinct from the Neza- 


mut, becauſe the ſtrict admi- 


niſtration of Juſtice would injure 


Government's Revenue; and 


ſuch is the complication of the 


latter Syſtem, that a ſeparate 
code is formed, and all the un- 
ctafing exertions of a ſeparate 
Board, with the vigilant 1 

intendance of the Honourable 
Governor General in Council are 


ret uiſite to keep the machine in 


motion; ſales of Zemindaries, 
(23) unleſs by permiſſion from 


the Board are prohibited, leſt 
Farmers ſhould be colluſively 


defrauded of their revenue, by 
Zemindars alienating their pro- 
perty. Thus the Eſtates are 
clogged and rendered of little 
value. by the difficulty of raiſin 
money upon them; and theſe 
evils conſtrained. me ſeparately 


to addreſs. the Board under date 


the ziſt July. Vide Letter (C) 


(24) Farmers 


upet- 


REM ARK S. 


need it ever, for the cuſtom of 
the country is that the Zemin- 
dars engagement with the farmer 
runs me Mabhlikann&h, or ſo 
much with, or including that 
right of one, tenth; conſequently: 
the Zemindar pays himſelf. 


22) Erroneous; for the Ma- 
liconnah is clearly on the net 
Jumma which is ſpecified after 


the groſs .Jumma and its eſta- 


bliſhed  expences are deducted 
and allowed for in the Zemin- 
dar's Cabooleat. 


(23) Zemindars may be per- 
mitted of themſelves to transfer 
their Maliconnah rights whichr 


Government have fixed. But 


where a Zemindary is ſold for 
a Farmer's'balances, the fulleſt 
previous detail is neceſſary for 
the controuling Department. 


4 5 
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Mr. Law's PLAN. 


(24) Farmers, to prevent em- 
bezzlements of Revenue, make 
the inſtalments of Under-renters 
heavy at the beginning of the 
year, and are rigid in exacting 

ayment, as particularly ex- 
plained, in my Letter under date 
the 12th July — 39 188675 
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ind 


Government having the Land 
for ſecurity, may allow equal 


inſtalments, : and thus 29) ir 


prietors to ſell (2 


is S [ 
15 ; 3.4 F 
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„hee Fermer in under-regt- 


wr 


ms, adds his expences, &ftab- 


lifhment,' probable loſſes, if not 
immoderate gains, to. Gern 
men 's'Revenne, and fotins' tis 
ſettlement thereby, and ot up- 
on the uſlets of t „ Pergunnan; 
(26)1:whete perſons: retuſe to 
«ccepathis qemands for a village, 
he deputes a Sezawul, or Over- 
ſecr with Hircurrahs, &c. to 
collect his portion of the cro 
from every Ryot, and ſpares 
not een garden fruit, 
locurregn. THIS RAT Q 
Phe Collector forms” his ſet- 
clement by the preceedins: one 
of the Farmer; but upon a 
Mocucrery Syſtem may ſuboact 
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(24) J have ever underſtood 
it to be in the Collector's power 
to regulate the Moffuſſil Kiſt- 
bundees in proporuon to thoſe 
of the Sudder. A Farmer could 
not complain of ſucb Juſt inter- 
ference N ae 19h 
IF n 137% oni ase 
Hen ins 16 Af N & 107 
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(25) This objet would be 
faly obtained, by obliging the 
farmers at a "ſettled, rig d in 
the, reſpective Harveſtz pf be 
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(26) Imaginary evils! Mr, 
Law will not ſay that the ex- 
pence of the Sezawul or Hir- 
currahs, falls on the Zemindar, 
or Ryot. Neither can the Farmer 
collect upon garden fruits, if 
oy aaa 1s not 8 
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Mr. LAW's PLAN. 


loſſes and eftimated/ gains: 1 
ealchlate that the Perguunah 


charges upon Revenue, amount 


to about twenty- ſtve per Cent. 
* much eaſier and fim- 

er is it (27) to apportion 
* Village with 2 af- 
ter a ſaving of, at leaſt, half 
the above charges? 


od. bivo N Flew ing? $7: . 
2111 OHQHODO TY ode at L 
The number of Officers to 
ratchthe Farmers aid to keep 

the Pergunnah accountꝭ ate ex- 

eeſnhe ; theſe are however ufe- 

Jeſs, for inſtance, Canongoes have 

ſold, mortgaged and divided their 

allowances conſequently they are 

a (28) burthen without ſervice, 

as ſtated in my Letters under 


date the 21ſt, April, (E). 
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"Upon a Mocurrery ſyſtem 
the rent-roll may be printed, 
thus each man knows (29) the 
exact ſum he has to pay, and no 


additional officers are required 


to keep theſe records ! 
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claration of Letter /t Jane 
wherein he exclaims againſt mi- 
nute inveſtigation in large Ze- 
mindariess 
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to 5 With thoſe transfers, on 
prohibiting hen in FC a 

in my Letter of the 2oth of 
May, 178), 1 recommended. I 
am ignorant, how they can be 
conſidered. as a; Burthen without 
ſervice, fince, whether they re- 
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(29) Do not the cuſtoma 
Pottahs having or 3 
ſignature and ſpecifyiug Rent 10 
ok — axes ( abooads) 


ditto———equally confducert 
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M. Law's PLAN. 
Farming. 


Though Farming at firſt 


view is ſimple ; yet ſubſequent. 


intricacies are innumerable, if 
the (30) Farmer dies or falls in 
arrear &c. 4 new Aumil muſt be 
appointed, and the former one's 
accounts muſt be taken; with 
every Aumil therefore, the Col- 
lector has to take the confuſed 
Pergunnah accounts, and to ad- 
juſt queſtions of peculiar 'diffi- 
culty ; for inſtance, whether the 
engagements of the former Au- 


mil are to be annulled? If an- 
ſweted in the affirmative, the 


novice Renter is to alter and in- 
fringe every agreement; if in 
the negative, the new Renter is 
liable to the frauds of former 
ſervants, forgery of leaſes, &c. 
&c, &c. in either way Govertt» 
ment ultimately ſuffer. 


Mocurrerys. 


(31) The Mocurrery Syſtem 
may ſeem difficult, yet the mi- 
nutiz are plain and eaſy aud no 
future trouble can occur, more 
particularly in large Zemindar- 
ries the proprietor only having 
to allot the groſs Jumma of Go- 
verment upon” is veilages, fo 
that in Bengal the principal 
ſcource of Revenue (and where 
the largeſt eſtates prevail a ſet- 


tlement may at once be formed 


without any change or difficult 
the Groſs Kitſtbundee of each 


Pergurinah will be monthly - 


- tran{mitted 


| (31 ) The Farming Syſtem itt 
certain ſpecific Rules and con- 
ditions, may equally be rendered 
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(30) If the Farmer dies the in- | 


tricacy is removed by his Farm 
being held by Goverment for 
the remaining part of the year, 
on his own Bundoobuſt. This is 
ſtrictly juſt to all parties; and e 
fectually obviates the oppoſite 
evils Mr. Law treats of, to and 
from the novice Renter; and Goo 
verment, furely, is not likely; 
to ſuffer by this equitable rule, 
fince it muſt, be adm.tted that 
every Farmer's engagement is 
concluded in the certain proſpect; 


and hope of gain? 


4.44 


: 


fo And averts that Hydra of 
evil and impolicy I dread in the 
conſequeſice of a Mocurrerygyſ- 


tem, declared hereditary, and ſo 


ermanent as not to be renewa- 


le annually, even, on the fame 


terms, at the pleaſure” of the 


Haken or governing Power? 
MITE egen EIN 


: 4 


5 (32) Experience 
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* If arty £4; Farming. | 


ah The Ferber, By over- 


taxing the , moſt valuable. Arti- 
cles, Cotton, Sugar-cane, Opi- 
m,, &c. Which pay in Coin ſo 


et 


Mocurrerys. 
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tranſmitted as at preſent, with- 
out the rent-roll ſubdiviſions, 
15155 torm the Collector's de- 
tall, 


- REMARKS: 


(32) Experience in practical 
knowledge will teach a good 
Farmer, that it is evidently his 
intereſt to leſſen the rates of 
Land on ſuch product, in order 
to encourage its cultivation; and 
that the Ryot cultivating little 
more of grain than what may 
be neceſſary for his ſubſiſtence, 
bis, intereſt, by ſuch conduct, 
will be greatly promoted. 


: oy 
fi : 


The Mocurrerydars having 


ſmall eſtates, the Ryots can rea- 
dily remove from one to another; 
thus oppreſſion will be prevept- 
edi moreover, [ſelf-intereſt will 
promote emulative encourage+ 
ment by:lowering the high rates 
of the firſt produce; and this 
country (33) may aynually ex- 
port an encreafing quantity of 
rich commadities to bring hack 
ſpecie, of Which it bas been ſo 
long drained. In Nurhut Samoy 
under a Sezawul in one year, I 
have increaſed Sugar cane from 
one hundred, to one thouſand 
Begahs, and in Kooſrah, from 
ten 
05951125] ; 


* 
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(33) Anſwered. and'confirmed 


by my. obſervation. in Point on 
the preceding articles, 


i . 
1 1 0 * # 
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Terr; 1 
ſtances 
the re 
ſhould 
not ſo 


If a1 
try, ( 
with-b 
create! 
perhap 
tinely 
ſtance, 
ny's at 
acquiſi 
tory, 
the Fa! 
ed, at 
tical” l 
with: 
under 
and ſe 
himſel 
volutic 


The 
for the 
(36) 
to exp 
is the 
regula 
jects. n 
ſervati 


b 
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TTT ͤÄ————ͤ 22 — f wh 
_ —_ —— — - 


acquiſition of our preſent teri- 
tory, having nothing to loſe, 
the Farmer muſt often be induc- 
ed, at the trepidations of a eri- 
tical balance, to rebel; firſt, 


Ma. Law's Play RruAnxksSl. | 
© * 0 
Ten, to two Hundred, circum- à2 
ſtances which being liable to 1 
the remark of ſelf-pratfſe, 'F i 
ſhould have omitted, were they | 553 on 
not ſo forcibly” convincing. 78 ; 
al - Farming) 1 mn 1 
d f 1 . | 1 1 hy 
lis If an enemy invades the coun - (34) How can they with- | i 
of try, (34) Farmers unifotmly- hold their Revenue if the Kiſts N 
er with- hold their Revenue, which to Government are properly re- 1 
id creates manifold inconveniences, gulated, and duly, at the end Hi 
le perhaps too, ſome will claridef- of each month, enforced ? [il 
ay tinely affiſt the enemy, as for in- | | a 
©, ſtance, they joined the Compa- The utmoſt force that can be 1 
ny's arms and cauſe! our eaſy given to Mr. Law's reaſoning, i 


is the poſſibility of a ſudden in- 
curſion obſtructing the current 
Kiſt; and ſhonld a Farmer be 
an object of ſuſpicion, Mr. Law 
muſt well know there are means 


* 
4 D — — 
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with a view to embezzlement to adopt, to prevent a delay 10 

2 under the exiſting Government, of Payment: and theſe meang 1 

and ſecondly, (35) of exalting pointed out by immemorial ex- 1 11h 

himſelf witli the ſucceſsful Re- iſting rules to obviate the actual 1 i 

volutioniſts. | .- Government ſuffering. (35) I ; 4 lt 

| . foreſee their conduct, in a total ki {it 

it] contrary ſenſe, as I have before + 

Mocurrerys. deſcribed. Mil 

The Land-holders will fear | 28 1 

for their eſtates, aſſiſt with loans, (36) Their natures muſt be j 1 j 
ed (36) and cordially co-operate changed ere, ſuch a reliance can 1 
on to expel the enemy; ſelf- intereſt he placed an their Actions. In . 
is the vital principle of all well all States where rules are made, 1 

regulated States, and thoſe Sub- recourſe muſt firſt be had to the i 

jects. moſt {olicitous for its pre- diſpolition of the People; and | 1 

ſervation, who have moſt to J ould not that ſeltintereſt the: 8 ll 

loſe. | | more than: gratified by one of WE 

f Rob Avent their own Countrymen,' either: 1 

| | . an Invader or a Rebel, promifing 13 

WP Farming. DD 2 key | them 1 1 

1 
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REMARKS, 


them a continuance of the ſame 


Tenures, allowing thoſe to have 
been indulgently aſſeſſed when, 
the grant was made. nay, poſſi- 
bly holding out to them an ex- 
emption N even one year's rent? 


But granted that all theſe ad- 
vantages which offer toMr Law's 
viſion ſhould accrue trom the 
Mocurrery Syſtem, vet, would 
not their propenſities, and with 
ſuch a temptation and ſecurity as 
the foregoing one” ſtated, na- 
turally incline them more to fa - 
vor the cauſe of the Invader, 


of whoſe ſect, manners, and de- 


Laftly, the Farming Syſtem 


occaſions future | inconvemen=- 
cies, anarchy, and defertion of 
millions ot native Subjects, (27) 
and precariouſneſs of poſſeſſion 
to our Government. 


. Mocurrery, 


ſcription they partake, than 
heartily to ſupport the perma- 
nency of a foreign power? And 
as to Loans, I wiſh Mr, Law 


would point out an inſtance, if 


one occurred, or even was prof- 
fered in Rajah Cheytling's recent. 
Rebellion? Yet many Zemin- 
dars, large and ſmall, were Far- 
mers of their own lands; — for 


inſtance, the Rajah of Teckarry 


in Mr. Law's preſent Diſtrict, 


and that of the Rajah of Tir- 


hoot, North of Bahar. 


(37) How comes it then not 


to have happened be fore, fince 
it has prevailed theſe 25 years 
from the Company's acquiſition, 


and the Country, I apprehend, 


muſt be allowed to be at pre- 
ſent in a flouriſhing ſtate ? 
(38) The 


. Fea 
omitte 
not We 
among 
crou d 
ment 1 
eſſenti 
deterr. 
from 1 
robora 
key (3 
of the 
Great 
diſtin& 
flouriſſ 
annihi! 
nures, 
Provec 
try ha 
proof 
the tv 


Eſtates 


as M. 
(40) ( 
Factor. 
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(38) The Mocurrery Syſtem 


founds on permanent baſis the 


future ſecurity, proſperity, and 
happmeſs of the Natyes, and 
enſures ſtability, | | 


Fearful of prolixity, I have. 
omitted minuter differences, if 
not weighty conſideratiuns for 
amongſt ſo many objects which 
crowd upon the view, the judg- 
ment is embarraſſed to ſelect the 
eſſential. Ihe ame, cauſe has 
deterred me from: quotations 
from the ableſt Authors, to cor- 
roborate my ſentiments, . Tur- 
key (39) is a ſhocking. example 
of the Farming Syſtem, and 
Great Britain a happy contra 
diſtinction: Scotland, which has 
flouriſhed fince the Union, by 
annihilations of the feudal Te- 
nures, Vaſſalage, &c. has im- 
proved rapidly, and that Coun- 
try has lately afforded a 8 
proof of the oppoſite effects © 
the two plans; the hereditar' 


Eſtates were flouriſhing, whilſt, 


2s Mr. Dundas obſerved, the 


(40) Crown, Forfeitures under 


Factors were every where diſ- 
tinguiſhable 


„* REMARKS. AN. 
(38) The Natives are now 
in as happy a ſtate, if not a 
happier” ſtate, | than they ever 
were before; and their Proper- 


ty as well, if not better ſecured, 
To refine on this, by introdue- 


ing maxims totally foreign to 
their expectations, and out of 
their nature to feel the benefit, 
or rather the obligation of, is 
in my opinion, only parting with 
the requiſite Curb, and, of 
courſe, . looſening the Reins that 
Government, to inſure the ſafe- 


ty and duration of a foreign 


Dominion, ought ever to up- 
hold. 11 | 


( 29) Totally inapplicable to In- 


dia, where the practice ſhould be 


invariably adapted to the diſpo - 


ſition of the People. 


(40) Equally fo.is this ſpecies 
of reaſouing, for without quot- 
I's” 7 ing 
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Mr. Exw's PLAN. - 


tin uiſhable_ b by their de ſolation 

5 ſterility, and this argument 
a „their (41) teſtoration_ to 
W aceifnt holders. , 


S 14 1 


'A yo and. peil obſerva- 
tion of 3 evils of the Farming 
which have graduall 
Jodl (42) great Families 
into the Commonality, diminiſh- 
ed rich cultivation and exhduſted 
the Country; and a ſübfequent 
war, which has not only drained 
the reſources of public credit, 
but the hoai ds of individuals, 
induced me to reflect on the 
ſubject, 


Within theſe fire years of 
peace and economy, the bur- 
thens of Government are but 
little alleviated, and the Coun- 
try ſcarce perceptibly improved: 
from whence are future Arma- 
ments to be ſupplied unleſs by 
the riches of native Subjects 20 
Should a Wrought happen, where. 
are the (43) ſtores of Grain for 
their ſubſiſtence ? Neither will 
ſheds be erected to ſbelter Cat- 
tle, or barns built to preſerve 
Corn, whilſt (44) POO 18 
precarious. 


LETTERS 


RE MARES. 


ing any authority however reſ- 
pectable, Mr. Law would find, 
that mankind” would generally 
accord with him, that any Eſtate, 
under an Agent or Truſtee, is 
worſe: managed than under the 
Proprietor, be his title to pof- 
ſeſſion new or ancient. 


(41) I apprehend rather, 
than to this argument, it was 
owing to State-policy, or other 
ſimilar motive of State-conve- 
niency, 


(42) If this hath occurred, 
it has been more owing to ex- 
tortion, than the evils of a Farm- 
ing 5yſtem and as the practica- 
bility of the former is now abo- 
ay this reaſon of courſe pre 
ow a 


(43) Surely Nr. Law muſt 
know that in his diſtrict, as in 
every other, at leaſt in Bahar, 
there are innumerable hoards, 
or ſtores of Grain, to be prodn- 
ced when extraordinary demand 


or caſual ſcarcity, dictates the 
expediency and moment of ſuch 


depoſits ' being opened and 
brought to fair Market. 


N 


(44) To eſtabliſh this as 2 


40 ound of reaſoning, I wou 


Mr. Law, it he ſeriouſſy thinks 


there is a lingle Zem indar ia 


the whole Country, who has 


deemed his Posskss ION PRECA- 
RIQUS ſince the Company's ac- 
ceſſion 


. 


33 „1098 LP 
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LETTEX 


* 1 


ceſſion, excepting ffpm the na- 
ture of au over-rated engage 
ment, in which Folly, . Impru- 
dence, or probably the effect of 
his own embezzlements might 
have hurried and involved him 
into and ſubjected him, to be 
amenable to its Rigor? — Where 
the contrary has been 1113 cauſe, 
And, the deficiency ariſen from 
calamities of Seaſon, have, not 
the Government, extended their 
Indulgence, as in the very 
qpirit of the engagements th 

> were cffeQually bound to? And 
will Mr. Law tell me, that it 
will not be the very ſame, ſhould 
calamities occur, even in this 
Mocurrety Syſtem ? Where then 
is the occaſion for this total In- 
verſion of Property ? can it cre- 
ate more confidence .in_a Go- 
vernment already Known to be 
liberal and juſt? ox can it en- 
ſure more Stability, where the 
Poſſeſſion is not already in the 
minds of the Natiyes dzzMED 
PRECARIOUS ? equalize the Af. 
Tefſment by local information, 
render the terms perfealy di- 
tinct, act and govern equitably, 
and the ends, in my opinion, 
will be fully anſwered, without 
deſcending. the introduction of 
a total new Syſtem, Which I 
cannot help conceiving, may 
without producing intermediate 
adequate Benefits, endanger 
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(45) This 


L 92 1 
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7 ent, "and Members jy 
1 Board of”: e 2 


| Gifttinon,. 


5 TIER Frey Pai 
tht 'of ſeveral Bankers com- 
os. me $ break the ſilence I 

ad 1 &d uU = myſelf, re- 


LY bg the Mocurrery Plan; 
, without your initru&ions 


F cannot afford them the con- 
fence requeſted, 1 
The advantages of Bankers 
At the capital of each Pergunah 
are” 1 and the native 
Vollectors, relying upon contiy 
nuance during fe by :haviour, 
propoſe buildi og in .Centrical 
Wee and mo Gunge 
uties to Fecourage + Mache 


"Theſe quick unkoldings ar- 
e more orcibly th an words; 
it I cannot refrain from com- 


made the 1 expreſ- 
fiohs oft Herd ant oy A 


- x 1 . 1 
* * * 
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10 * Fathers t per for 
& adhering «tv the "Company's 
Cofino dbtained Pefifions- and 
* Japhicrs, and they>Fenuly' im- 
wa ginet that they flad beifefited 
«© their pe y "ihttodvcifg 
«a mild adminifitation | in lieu of 
« feudal anarchy, they foreſaw 
«not, that offices of (45) State 
4 Cade; — of Troops 


would 


RE MARE s- 


(45) This muſt in ſome de- 
gree have been foreſeen, ſo far, 
at leaſt, as thoſe Offices of State, 
to which the income of Jaghiers 
were attached during poſſeſſion 
for the fupport of the dignity 
which t Ottice conferred, and 
of courſe it could not be expec- 


ted by the Conquered that the 


Conquerors 


[133] | 


Meu. Law's PLaNn. 


% ould naturally be excluded 
from us by Conquerors, and 
© that as themſelves 
the Penfions and Jaghiers 
„would (409 be ſtrictly ſcru- 
5 tinized and ſequeſtered. Un- 
der gduenturing Farmers we 


could not ſubmit to extortion 
and infſult, or expoſe; our- 
ſelves toccaprice- for tempo- 
+ rarytenures, Look, Sir, into 
our Houſes, 


our widowed 
„Mothers reduced to penury, 
in vain call N us, who 
have mortgaged almoſt every 
++yaluable in their ſupport; 
our, Siſters pine in celibacy 


fon want of portions and men 


of property equal to their 
„rank; when we look forward, 
future miſery adds poignancy 


eto preſent want, and the re- 


&© troſpect of paſt ſplendor (47) 
« aggravates all: but we have 
*© now a hope upon the Mo- 
« currery Plan, that ſome may 
« be favored with (48) grants, 
and thoſe who have jewels 
or plate remaining from the 


wrecks. of their Family, may 
„ purchaſe Villages, 
length ſettle by degrees to 


1% become affluent ; our grati- 
c“ tude daily encreaſing to the 
« Britiſh Government, .who at 
once grant us places of tran- 


4 quility and ſecure” us from 


« invaſion ; thus making the ſu- 
« perior policy and diſcipline 
% which ſubdued (49) us, the 
* ſources of our happineſs.” 


The look, the manner of 
the 


aud at 


RERMARKkS. 
Conquerors would not them- 


ſelves aſſume theſe offices of 
died, 


State incidental to the Govern- 
ment of the Country; and as 
to other Penſions or Jaghiers, 
they very ſeldom in the early 
part of the acquiſition of the 
Dewanny, and only within theſe 
few years attracted the notice 
of Government. Where they eſ- 
cheated to the ſtate by the de- 
miſe of the reſpectable Head of 
a Family and were known to 
have occaſioned its chief ſup- 
port;I apprehend Mr. Law could 
quote very few inſtances of this 
nature occurring, when either 
through the Medium and faith- 
ful reprelentation of the Pro- 

incial Council of Patna or the 
Collector of any particular diſ- 


0 


trict, Government were not li- 


beral enough to allow the Jag- 
hier to devolve to the Heir for 
the ſupport of that whole Fa- 
mily's lineal and even collateral 
branches ; for on this very plan 
did not Mr. Law himſelf re- 
commend and obtained from 
the Board that the Jaghier of 


Muhneer © Dhowlah (a Man 


who, during the King Shah 
Allum's Retidence at Allahabad 
under our Penſion, had acted as 
his Vizier of the Empire pre- 
vious to that dignity being con- 
ferred on Shujah ul Dhowlah ) 
ſhould be converted and ac- 
knowleged from a Jaghier Sun- 
nud into an Ultumgaw Sun- 
nud, purpoſely, to ſecure to 
each branch a diviſion therein, 
a matter which the eldeſt Son, 
E | Shujah 
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Mr. Law's PLAN. 


- the Speaker cannot be ſurveyed, 
much therefore is loſt; yet 1 
truſt, even this faint partici- 
pation will be grateful to ſen- 
fibility and reaſon. W 


REMARK s. 


Shujah Kooly Cawn violently 
oppoſed, and in our Courts, 


legally conteſted» 


(46) 1 believe. none of theſe 
people farmed any Lands, but 


ſuch trifling parcels as might 
have been oontiguous to their 
- Jaghier, or, -poffibly ſach Land 


as was fo imntermixed as to 
render it an act of neceſſity. 


In which caſes, the protection 
afforded them by the local ſu- 
perintending power was always 
| 1ufficient' to guarantee 
from extortion or inſult, from 
the Aaventuring Farmer, 


them 


( a 


term here introduced deſerving 


of obſervation ) for ſo far, in 
my Idea, from it's carrying with 


it that apprehenſion which I 


- conceive it was meant it ſhould, 


a little recollection in Mr. Law, 
or, an appeal to his candor 
would, I am ſure, lead him to 


declare that theſe very adventu- 


ring Farmers under 'the provin- 
cial councils, and ſubſequently, 
and indeed 'till Mr. Law's com- 
pleat innovation was introduced, 
were Muſſulmen, and Men of 
conſiderable rank, ſuch as Mr. 


Law himſelf deſcribed in the 


very beginning of this Para- 
graph. [2] 


(47) And, thereby, from this 
and other privations, Mr. Law 
may thank his Plan for the ag- 


gravation of this want and miſ- 


ery. ſo juſtly and pathetically 
detailed; for as I remarked be- 


fore, from the annihilation of 


the 


[28] 


RE MARK S. 


the Farming or Aumil Syſtem, 
from the aſſumption of the too= 
jedarry, which was before exer- 


ciſed by Mahomed Reza Cawn, 
and other reſpectable Dherogahs,, 


his Delegates in the ſeveral Ci- 


ties and Provinces, and finally 
from the reduction in the Eſta» 


dliſhments for the collection of 
the Revennes and adminiſtration 


_ 


By. 


of juſtice ; this deferivtion of 
Men who, othetwite, might 
have continued uſeful, are en- 
tirely debarred rom Em; lov- 
ment, no poſſibility ex ung un- 
der the Salaries allos ( that 
they could ſerve and minke; that 
appearance conſiſtent to their 
Büch or , Character, without 
committing themſelves, and in» 
curring the [riſk of degradation. 


(48) Mr. Law's. veracity. is 
too well eſtabliſhed. not to cre- 
it the truth of. this -aflertion; 

et with humble _ deference to 
him, had a native addreſſed me 
in ſuch terms, I ſhould have 
doubted his being ſerious, for 
could a Muſſulman of family, 
who, himſelf, or, his Anceſtor, 

robably had been inſtrumental 
in ſo bravely ſecuring Bengal 
from Invaſion under Aliverdy 
Cawn, have thought that Bri- 
tiſh diſcipline was ſuperior to the 
conduct and efforts which their 
Prince and them gloriouſly ex- 
hibited on that occaſion: and, 
could Mr. Law be flattered into 
the belief that the Muſſulman 
was earneſt. in aſcribing ſuperior 
Policy to the Engliſh. Is there 
* Ez a Nation 


I 


— — 8 — =: 


* 


* 


Ma. Law's PLAN. 


* 


Buy having creditable Tef- 


heldars, or native collectors in 


each pergunnah, inſtead of in- 


tereſted Farmers, an eſſential 
benefit will acerue to the police 
for being public ſworn (50) 
ſervants they will not fail to ap- 
prehend kfaultets whom the 
e have but too often 
ſereened; they will alſo facill- 
tate judicial inveſtigations, as 
trivial diſputes may be referred 
to their arbitration in preference 
to dragging x witneſs at incon- 
venient ſeaſons from the Per- 
gunnah, or deputitig aumeens at 
a heavy expente, which, under 
Farmers, from being parties, 
was an unavoidable dilemma, ' 


_ 


1.8 


REMARKS 


a Nation on earth ſo noted for 
their Preſumption and confi- 
dence in every thing which re- 


Jates or depends on Men, 
than the followers of the Pro- 


phet ? | 


(49) The manner of the ſpeak- 
er would no doubt be impreſſive 
as his object was deception ? 


(co) The Aumils were ſpe- 
cially enjoined to attend to the 
Police of thoſe Pergunnahs 


which they farmed and I can 


ſpeak from experience were 
very vigilant, their Reputation 
was concerned in this attention 
and it became a confideration 
for them in one view of a pre- 
ference to the renewal of their 
Leaſes. The Zemindar like- 
wiſe with whom, from his te- 
nure, the immediate re ſponſibi- 
lity exiſted, was ſpurred on to 
activity by the fear of a watch- 
ful Superintendant repreſenting 
his miſconduct and poſſible con- 
nivance with the offenders · 
Equally were the Dherogàhs ac- 
tuated to their duty: and in 
reſpect to their ſettling trivial 
diſputes, which I apprehend 
Mr. Law meant to confine to 
Revenue matters, and thereby 
obviating Aumeens being de- 
puted at a heavy expence ; 


ſurely, Mr. Law muſt agree 


with me that the reſpectable 
Aumil was fully as competent as 
the native Jehſeeldar could be 
with whom, by Mr. Law's plan, 


it 
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LETTER 
From the Board of Revenue, 
To Mr. L 4 W. 


SIR, 


ON a more minute in- 
ſpection of the detailed conditi- 
onal Mocurrery ſetlement for- 
med by you of Pergunnah Nir- 
hoot Samoy, Pelich Malda, Zil- 
lah Ryotty, Malda, and Cooſ- 
rah, obſerving the aſſeſſments 
ſettled with the Teekadars and 
Ryotts, when compared with 


the Quantity of Land held by 
them reſpectively, to be 1 2 | 
be 


unequal, and apparently di 
proportionate to what might 
ſuppoſed to be the value of their 
produce, we deſire you will ex- 
plain to us the cauſes of thoſe 
apparent diſproportions in the 
aſſeſſment. | 


We are, Sir, 
Your moſt obedient ſervants, 
THOMAS GRAHAM, 


JOHN MACKENZIE. 


Revenue Board, Calcutta, 
Dec. 16, 1788, 
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Mz. Law's Ptan. 


above Letter. 
GENTLEMEN, 


I AM honoured with your 
letter of the 16th inſtant, and 
have to expreſs my grateful ac- 
knowledgements for your obſer- 
vations upon the apparent diſ- 
proportion between the quanti- 
ties of land, and the ſpecified 
aſſeſſinents, as they afford an 
opportunity, which I inſtantly 
embrace, to explain. 
4 
The Canongoes meaſurement 
cannot be relied upon ; I there 
fore inſerted, in the Pottahs and 
Cabooleats, the term more or 
leſs;” for it were an endleſs 
and expenſive experiment to mea- 
{ure every village; moreover the 
eſtimated number 'of Begahs, 
includes mountains, tanks, 
Tivers, &c. 


For a moment T will ſup- 
poſe an engineer menſuration 
of the land, and a chemical an- 
alyſis of the ſoll, yet, in for- 
ming the ſettlement of a diſtrict, 
ſuch minutiæ would little avail; 
the vicinity to capital markets 
and navigable * rivers, render 

roduce, and conſequently land 
valuable ; as Scotland pays leſs 
than England, ſo * Nurhut Sa- 
moy is lighter burthened than 
+ Peliſh. 


— 


Inland Pergh, f Near the Ganges. 
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The revenue could on ly be 


allotted agreeably to former 


collections from the various di- 
viſions, but as none virtually 


were over aſſeſſed, by freeing 


the Mocurrerydar from the 
aumil's exactions, in fertile vil- 
lages the produce there cannot 
diminiſh ; and where the allot- 


ment upon extenhive tracts was 


adequate only to the preſent 
cultivation, the proprietor will 
of courſe improve them for his 
own profit. ; 


The wealth of government 
confiſts of the ſubject's riches, 
which, by this plan, muſt everv 
where accumulate; for the beſt 
villages may be improved, and 
the barren become cultured. 


Having juſt returned ſrom a 
circuit of Nurhut Samoy, I 
there obſerved the inaccuracy 
of the recorded meaſurement, 


five hundred Begahs proving, in 
ſome places, almoſt double, and 


one thouſand eſtimated Begahs 
failing nearly in an inverſe ratio. 
In ſome villages there was a ſur- 


plus of produce, in others a de- 


ficency; for when a drought 
happens, vallies will be gold, 
and eminences duſt; yet with 
theſe differences no one did, or 
could complain; for he previ- 
ouſly knew the terms of his ten- 
ure, and at the worſt his eſtate 
will ſell for more than the loſs. 


(sr) | I ought 
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2 (3) Let any reader pronounee 
whetber the purpoſe of the 


Board's enquiry is anſwered. by 
Mr. Law's reply to their clear & 
intelligible ſuggeſtion, found 
ed on a preciſe obſervation. of 
the villages: in the ſeveral Per- 
gunnahs mentioned, being aſſeſſ- 
ed in a . diſproportionate Ratio, 
to what, from the Quantity of 
Land they each contained, they 
might have been expected to 
produce. — The whole, I am con- 
cerned to fay, appears to me a 


Rhapſody of words, and might 


tend to involve the ſubject in 
further ambiguity, 


(52) How 
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I ought alſo to admit, that I 
committed errors in my ſettle- 
ment; yet will Goverment rea- 
lize the whole revenue, and find, 

next year, a country benefited 
with new inhabitants, aqueducts, 
wells, embankments, and every 
mark of induſtry ; whereas, un- 
der thirty years of farming, neg- 
lect and oppreſſion, every veſtige 
of theſe was ſadly erazed: there 
are already many purchaſers, 
and but few ſellers; the place 
of thoſe, therefore, who have 
been viſited by calamity from 
heaven, or puniſhed for their 
own inadvertence, will be ſup- 
plied by the more proſperous, 
without any reproach to the 
Britiſh adminiſtration. 


Should I not have ſatisfacto- 
ri obviated the objections fug- 
ge ed; I rely on your Kinthela 
6 require a Warth elucidation, 
hat ultimately, the proof of 
ntrovertible defect may fub- 


vert, or the removal of doubt | 


. the ſyſtern. 


4 Gin F ceimain, a,” 


- THOMAS LAW, Colleftor, 
07 5 ee, 23, 1786. 
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(52) How can this be, if Heri- 
ditary Zemindarry, right of Pro- 


perty is implicitly avowed. - 
j 1 1 BITE 3 


- 


| „ 
Ma. Law's PLAN. 
Mr. Shore. | 


Mr. Law's Plan admits, that 
where there is no general pro- 
prietor, the villages be conſti- 
tuted private property, and con- 
ferred in like manner on men o 
reſponſibility, liable, under all 
circumſtances, to the payment 
of the fixed tax. (52) | 


By waſte lands are meant rac; 
of country unannexed to any vil- 
lages, now in exiſtence. Liable 
to the Zemindar's preference of 


Mocurrery, or to the one-tenth 


upon his refuſal, (53) 
Mr. Shore. 


That the market and Gunge 
duties be not conſolidated with 
the Land-tax, but collected ſepa- 
rately by the Officers of Govern- 


ment. (54) 


The advantages of the Plan 


are in ſubſtance ſtated to be the 


ſecurity of property, the crea- 


and the 


8 its revenues. (55) ' 


(53) This, ſurely; ought to have 
been explained before, when it 
vas propoſed to conſider them as 
crown lands, or Eſcheats to the 
Crown, but how can this in 
juſtice be, without at once deſ- 
troying the hereditary Zemin- 
dary tenure, 10 appareBoy the 
favourite Theme.? 
-. (54) What reaſon can, in pro- 
riety, be offered for ſeparating it 
rom the land tax required from 
the Zemindary? Is it not a con- 
ſtitutional privilege the Zemin- 
dars have derived from time im- 
memorial? And have not thoſe 
very duties contributed to give 
a certain Value to the lands of 
the ſaid Zemindary? If vou 
modify uin the Far 
on the produce, you act diametri - 
cally oppoſite to every writer's 


ſentiments, who have uniform- 
ly recommended an encreaſe on 


be Land Tax being preferred, 
rather, than an encteaſe on the 


J Product. Iii 


(55 In this, I apprehend 
there has, hitherto, been no un- 
certainty where the diſtrict was 
in every ſenſe well regulated. 
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Ma. Law's PLAN. 
K An. Shore. 8 
99 341 ern 8 10 
Suppoſing the laſt queſtion to | | . 
be anſwered in the affirmative, the 
What will be the expence of an | be 
offer appointed to make the | mas 
collections of a Pergunnah of am 
one lack of rupees, annual rent? 75 
ft. 1 n 5 43 c 1 
Sins Mr. Law., 4 qu 
£13 VIID3TSOGE' 5... 85 liti 
To deter from dilitorineſs:of . "0 
Payment, and to prevent the wy 
trouble and expence of eons, 
the Mocurrerytlar muſt pay bis 
Fixed inſtalment at the appointed 
treaſury, or proceſs r | 4 
will iſſue at his coſt and | | oi 
An allowance of two per cent. | 
will be ſufficient for the Tehſeil- 3 
dat aud his eſtabliſhment} but | x 
hereafter a Mocurrerydar' may " 
be” obliged to take the tax ga. | hv 
thetetr's duty, at à leſs allows in 
ance as at home. To pay fer | 1 | 
this two per eent. there will of : 
courſe be an inereaſe on the pre · * 
ſent net Jumma,“ The farmer | 
had an eitabliſhment of at Jeaft ] 
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centage, and they may ſtill per- 
form —= Rajab's butineſs * 
their duty to Government will 
be, to tranſmit a monthly ſtate- 
ment, and the Rajahwill pay in the 
amount quit rent to the collector. 


The buſineſs of receiving the 
quit- rent does not require abi- 
lities, the proprietor has all the 
internal management, and his 


intereſt will make him punctual, 


Mr. Shore. 0 


The poſſibility of a decreaſe 
on the public rent. 


This is founded upon the 
premiſes ſtated, that the rents 
of the villages are to be fixed, 
or Mocurrery, and connected 
with a ſuppoſition that a village 


may be ſo impoveriſhed from 


ill management, that a purcha- 
ſer may, not be found to take it 
at the rated aſſeſſment. , 


Is this caſe ever likely to hap- 
n; and if ſo, by what means 
is the decreafe of rent to be 


0 


prevented? 


I underſtaad the rents to be 
levied on the cultivated lands 
of the vilhges' only; each vil- 
lage may be. ſuppoſed to con- 
tain waſte land, which it is the 
proprietor's intereſt to improve; 
the queſtions ariſing from this 
ſuppoſition, are of a different 
nature. (56) Where 
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Ma. Law's PLAN. 
. Mr. Law. 
A purchaſer's refuſal of the 


quit - rent cannct be admitted, 
elſe the applications tor de- 
ductions, on various pleas, would 
be endleſs. Should an earth- 
quake happen, overflowing ri- 
vers depoſit ſand, or miſtaken 
aſſeſſment render tbe village in- 
adequate to bear the land-tax, 
the proprietor ſnould be at li- 
berty to reſign the eſtate, (the 
quit-rent being the condition 
of his tenure) and the board of 
revenue may afterwards grant 
it to another. With the gene- 
ral proſperity the value of land 
will riſe, by the influx of ſpecie 
to purchaſe ; the circumſtance, 
therefore, of a village being too 
reduced by miſmanagement, can 
ſcarcely happen. The Audaw- 
luts will prevent oppreſſion, and 
as rack-renting can only drive the 
Ryotts to a neighbouring Mo- 
currery. they will return im- 
mediately upon a change of pro- 
prietor; (56) numerous rich 
men will take villages, with even 
a temporary loſs, upon the proſ- 
pect of recovery by improve- 


ment; and this is the great be- 


nefit to goverment of a fixed 


quit-rent; ſcarce an inſtance 
will ever occur, of a village be- 
ing reſigned from incapacity to 
(57) bear the quit-rent, 


Mr. Shqge. 


The proprietor Cifpoſes of 
| | the 


» - REMARKS. 


(56) Where will you find 
this new claſs of men? Is this 
origin of ſpecies, viz. (men in 
the enjoyment of riches and 
concerned in agriculture ) to 
ſpring up like muſhrooms, at 
once ? | 

(57) I doubt much if Mr. 
Law - will. not be groſſly miſ- 
taken in the end, by this con- 
jecture, unleſs indeed, the ex- 
perience of a few years is grant- 
ed, to aſcertain the equity and 
moderation of the general aſcef[- 
ment. 
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the uncultivated lands. to ano- 
ther perſon, in perpetuity for a 
valuable conſideration, reſervin 


to himſelf the cultivated lands 


only; in the proceſs of time, 
from ill management or other 
cauſes, the rents of the proprie- 
tor's ſhare decline, arrears take 


Pres from whom are they to 


made good ? 
Tf from the village generally, 


is not the new purchaſer's te- 


nure affected by a want of due 
diſcrimination ? 


If fo, by what means is he ta 
obtain redreſs from the loſs 
ſuffered byQim, for the defici- 
ency of another ? 


Mr. Law, 


The Mocurrery grant is for 
the whole Mears my and the quit- 
rent unalienable upon all the 
land, and the proprietor there- 
fore cannot legally give ex- 
emption of any part by any 
conveyance. 


rized tenure muſt abide by the 
conſequences, and obtain his 
redreſs from the ' fraudulent 
OO. (58) by judicial pro- 


CC1g8* 


Mr, Shore. 


The other queſtion, though 


founded 
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( $3) Waſte lands ought, un 
dou 


tedly, to come into the 
aggregate of the calculation of 
the Jumma, on an eſtimate of 


| . their apparent product in ſuch 
The purchaſer of an autho- * , 


a given term of years, and the 


oug 


fered to parcel, out his tenure 
in other conveyances; for where , 
would be the redreſs, from a 
man whom, under Mr. Law's 
_ deſcription, would have nothing 
to loſe ? 
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Ma. Law's PLan. 


founded upon the preliminray 
ſtatement, refers to another con 
fideration—Where the waſte 
lands of a village bear a great 
proportion to thoſe in cultiva- 
tion; where they are capable 
of improvement, and the means 
of affecting this eaſy and prac- 
ticable ; under theſe circumſtan- 
ces, conſidering the advantages 
which the plan confers upon 
the proprietors of villages, may 
not the Government reaſonably 


expect ſome part of the produce 


ariſing from future (59) im- 
provement? 


Mr. Law. 


Was the foregoing Queſtion 
of Mr. Shore's anſwered in the 
affirmative, the whole ſyſtem 


would be ſubverted by expo- 


ſure to ſuture claims; as all im- 
provement depends upon po- 
pulation, &c, it were impoſſible 
now to fix any rates of encreaſe 


upon deſylate' land; moreover, 
mould this principle be rever- 
ſec, by granting deductions 
where preſent cultivation failed, 
the revenue would be uncertain. 
Government may always obtain 
a portion of every improver's 
profit, by duties (60) on atticles 
of manufacture which he will 


expend, 


Vr. 


* 2 . 


7 59) In this Jays my greateſt 
objection, Government in a mo- 
ment of diſtreſs, ſeparating it- 
ſelf from all future be 
if the Syſtem takes place, it is 
evident it muſt extend to an 
excluſion in perpetuity of any 
encreaſe of rent to the State. 


(bo) The fallacy of this is 
ſet forth by . the. inadviſeable 


meaſure of prefering an encreaſe 


of tax on the manufacture, or 


product, to that of the Land- 


tax, or rate of land. 


4 


(61) Prove 


nefit ; for 


DYE 


4 , . 3 g . „ 
for this conſide ration? 
c o „ 
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Mx. Law's PLAN. 


A Village has 0 ag 
ef | cultivated land, on which 
the aſſeſſment is made; it has 
zoo of waſte land not aſſeſſed, 
of the laſt number 250 may be 
ſoon brought into cultivation, 
and more in time: is it unfair 
or unjuſt to require on the out. 
ſet, a moderate addition to the 
quit- rent of the village, now af» 
ſeſſed upon the culxivated lands, 


„IN 

= * 

OE: * 42 . l 
3 91 0 7 14400 1 
' 
» 


PPS. + 4 

The Proprietors will alleviate 
the (61) preſent heavy aſſeſſment 
upon cultivation, and compen- 
ſate themſelves by encreaſed 
Prone from land now delo- 
ate; it is Government's in- 


tereſt, therefore, to inſure 
to induſtry the benefit of 
extended tillage ; beſides, it 


were a fallacy in term, to call 
a man Proprietor of the ſoil, if 
(62) Government's claim there- 
on is qualified and indefinite, 


IS, CH 1 
2 i 34 44 k&+& 
YM} } n 61 1 4 
41 
TW 
Ks Mr. 


| RE M ARK NN 


(61) Prove firſt the aſſeſſment 
is heavy, I maintain the con- 
trary, though what, Govtn- 
ment require, as their ſhare 


from the Cultivator may be ſo. 


But ſuppoſing it is heavy, does 
not this poſition of Mr. Law's 
ſtrangely militate againſt his 
Plan? If heavy, Where al 
you get Zemindars to entai 
upon themſelves in perpetuity 
the rent of the Lands; (Which 
I ſay they have only hitherto 
had in charge) at the: mfp, of 
ſuch lands being made pvergi/by 
Government, to others, with- 
out any compenſation . or re- 
miſſion being ſtipulated to be 
allowed to them for N 
ſeaſon,? Will Mr. Law con- 
elude, after the has declared 
that no People W; Property 
remain, that, the; Zemingars 
Face riches qn à fudder 
rom, the earth, to.evable them 
to bear up againſt, incidental 
loſſes in the commencement ot 
their Mocurrery Tenure? . Is 
this immediate grant to confer 
uch benefit, as to ac it them 
to raiſe aqueduciꝭ and other 


improvements to their. Lands? 


And this, when in thig very 
pakagraph, he all to the r 
going; aſſertion, ** no., people of 
property remain that the aſ- 
leſſment is at preſent heavy, and 
of courſe; hitherto 3 4k 


0] .. 04397 Eisi b bal 
(63) As L. deny, the abſolute 
and transferable, property. in the 


ſoil to the Zem dar, or, pre- 
ſent bachpant, fo 1 hold 5 


[48] 


Mr. Law's PLAN. 
Mr. Shore. 


But the queſtion is in anos 
ther ſenſe, material; are the 
rents of the Ryots (65) ſo de- 
terminate and known; as to 
enable the Officers of Govern- 
ment to decide upon their com- 
+ W and rd 


By what dperific rules is this 
brats op o be aſcertained ? | 

Are any additional rules oe. 
17 OR 11 


"Mr. Law, % ien 


1 2 addrelg of the: wat 
Odobe 1788, 1 have _ 
how the head Zemindars, 

the capacity of Farmers or u 
mils, are obliged to burthen all 
inferior Talookdars, ' &c, (fup- 
poſe 20, 00 rs. upon a molt 
moderate computation to rea- 
lize 1 5000, had, therefore, 
only to diminiſh upon the high- 
h Sltvaned: and conſequently 
heavily aſſeſſed villages, and 
in x inftarices, to encreaſe 
a little the Jumma of a few 
villages with an extenſive tract 
of land, which paid almoſt no- 
thing; 'moreover, the Mocur- 
reryc ars being freed from the 


capricious claims of head Ze- 


mindars or Farmers, who to 
this day mulct as lords para- 
mount (64) on marriages, &E. 
it ere ' nearly impoſſible to 
(© over-alſeſs 


309 


REMARK 5. 


both 5 and expedient 
that Government i ſhould, on 
the very outſet. of theſe medi- 
tated. grants, ſtipulate for ſuch 
an addition, in order that they 
ay | reap; à portion of the 
— — —— th {poiaged 
occur, as haye been in this 
ragraph deſcribe&by Mr. Shore 
ge Nee ol 1000 N 


(63) Comnaly, mhow the 
Collector has enac * the mode 
viz. Simplifying the Ryots 
Pottahs by particularizing the 
heads of each payment to be 


made. 


1 


(64) Either annul the Zen 


_— at once, or the practice 
muſt 


Tet 
tice 


nuſt 


2) [49] 


Mr. Law's Pran.: 


. over-aſſeſs any villages. In re- 
ſpect to boundaries, conſider- - 


ing that the limits of fertile 
villages were well aſcertained 
by previous deciſions and long 
poſſeſſion, I was convinced that 
their preſent abilities could not 
be diminiſhed ; and if diſputes 
aroſe about waſte land ſubſe- 
quently improved. whatever way 
they were decided, it could 
only alter the right of profits, 
and not affect the preſent pro- 
duce upon which 1 formed 
my quit-xent. Upon a refer- 
ence to the Perfian grant, the 
word tackmeenun” is inſerted; 
but by ſome miſtake, the copier 


of the Engliſh Pottah tratſinit- 
ted to the Board, has omitted 
to tranſlate, e/fimated more or 


9, © 7% 
Mr. Shore. 


Whether any mode can be 
abopted during the preſent year, 


beſides actual meaſurement, for 
rendering the affeſſment upon 
the villages more equal ? 


Mr. Law. 


No one occurs; an actual 
meaſurement could only be for- 
med from the preſent knowledge 
of boundaries, and the attempt 


would immediately promote 


endleſs diſputes ; every limit 1s 
juſſiciently known, as in eſtates 
at home; but what alarm would 
be excited amongſt land-holders, 
by an order to meaſure? 

| Mr, 


RE MAR Rk S. 


muſt ever continue. In no 
countries, rights of lords pa- 
ramount are eaſily aboliſhed. 
and perhaps, in this, acquieſ 
cence in ſuch/a right validates. 
in ſome meaſure, the ceremony, 
But how is this Practice being 
aboliſhed,” reconcitable, at the 
moment you are conferring on 
theie very people, new rights 


which neither themfelves, nor - 


Anceſtry, ever dreamt of claim» 
ing, or even aflerting., By free- 
ing the Mocurreydar, as Mr. 
Lew aſſerts, is not the idea 
apparent, that he expects by 
this Plan, to introduce and ſub- 
ſtitute another deſcription. of 
Proprietors, to the Zemindars ? 
Under Aumils, or Farmers 


ſurcly, ſuch. Mulcts have not 


been permitted ſince Govern- 


ment and the Board of Re- 


venue have long forbidden taxes 
of this nature being continued. 


4 


\ (65) I. deny this; for con- 
teſted boundaries are in every 
Collector's knowledge, innu- 
merable — Henee the greater 
necetfity to aſcertain; and with- 
out it no regular judgment can 


be formed, and the Country is 


capriciouſly or ignotantly diſ- 
poſed of. | £4046. 


3 (66) S 


3 


9 . — 2 ——ů— fh! — — 
—— 


> - 5 8 4 
10D U ͤ * ES 


: 1 Mr. Shore 


Whether the attempt, after 
what hgs been done, would not 
cteatt fuſpicion in the proprie- 


Me Law, 
Certainly! (66 


yi © Mr. "Shore. 


I do not ſee the advantages 
af the term *morg or lefs:“ as. 
however it may be preſumed, 
that the renters may in ' moſt 
caſes have more than the ſpe- 
cific quantity of Begahs, they 
may confider this term as a ſe- 
curity, that they ſhall not here- 
after be called upon for the 
ſurplus ; is this the caſe or not ? 


bi Ar. Law 


1 Full aware of the conſequen- 
We ces from litigated limits, I in- 
[| ſerted the clauſe in the Pottah 

* orititle: deed, for the: reciprocal 

4 _ fecurity of government and land- 
| Halder. The boundaries of fer- 

0 tile villages are well aſeertained, 
but where Jungles have been hi- 
F therto penetrated only by 5 

1 gers, the diſpute can only be 
5 determined by a reſort to the 
ia | land : on ſome remote period, 

ö | when 
. 


tors of the villages, regarding 
the flability of the plan, and. 


ſhake their confidence in Govern - 
n | 


(66) So far from it, I ap- 
prehend every one of them 


uVould rejoice in a meaſure that 
would hereafter ſecure them 


from the litigation of their 


neighbours, in the reſult of 
which, it is a well-known, fact, 


that they are often involved in 
very great expence, long and 
endleſs conteſts, and in which, 
reciprocal Families are kept in 
a perpetual ſcene of hoſtilſty, 
the peace of the Country, and 
their own individual improve- 
ments greatly diſturbed, | 


1 


(67) To 


rr '\wWw'l wes 


1 


Mr. Law's PLAN. 


when the happy effects of per- 
manency are accompliſhed by 
increaſed culture, the courts of 
juſtice will decide, (67) and in 
what manner is immaterial to 
the government, whoſe quit-rent 
cannot be endangered; 


Mr. Shore, 


I would wiſli to know alſo; 
if the boundaries of the villa- 
ges are ſq determined as to 
preclude diſputes between the 
different village-holders; or in 
caſe of diſputes, to enable the 
court of Adaulut to decide 
them by a reference to the re- 
cords, without a reſort to the 
lands. 


Is there any, and what ob- 
jections to the following pro- 
poſitions : That the village hol- 
ders be required, within a cer- 
tain time, to give in an authen- 
tic record of the quantity of 
land in each of their Villages 
re ſpectively, and an exact de- 
lineation of their boundaries? 


Mr. Law. 


The Village-holders will, 
ſooner or later,. even mark their 
boundaries, which are ſufficiently 
aſcertained now. but they could 
not be relied upon for a repart ; 
firſt, from theit. reluctance to 
incur trouble and expence ; ſe- 
condly, from tear ok, expoſing 

PO, ts, themſelves 


REMAA K . 


(67) To hon then is it td 
revert? If immaterial to G0 
vernment, it is plain Mr. Law 
means the Courts of © Juſtice: 
ſhould decide it to ſomè Pro- 
prictor engaged in the payment 


alone of d quit-reat. But why 


ſhould this be the cafe, whetr 
Mr. Law declares the bounda- 
ries of fertile Villages ate thoſe 
only which are aſcertained; and 
in atiothet part of his elaborate 


E propoſes that ſuch 


ands (or Jungles penetrated, 
until extent of cultivation 
enſues, only by Tygers) ſhould 
be conſidered as Eſebeats to the 


1 


Cres? 


3 
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Mx. Law's PLAN. 


themſelvcs to a higher rent, or 
from a wiſh to obtain a lower ; 
thirdly, from their liability to 
err, from ignorance and neg- 
let, No report can exclude 
the reviſion of Adawluts when 
diſputes ariſe ; and to attempt 
defining every limit, would 
(68) to excite a ſpirit of diſpute 
and encroachment ' inſtead of 
preventing it. 


Mr. Shore. 


| That an aſſiſtant of the col- 


lector be employed to fix the 
latter caſe; what time would 
this take up, and what would 
be the expence ; and would the 
village-holders contribute any 
part of it, from the confidera- 
tion of the certainty which it 
gives to their poſſeſſion ? 


I ſhall now advert to the con- 
ditions in the Pottah and Ca- 
booleat, as numbered in the 
accompanying tranſcript of the 
Pottah. | 


My. Law, 


The collector's aſſiſtant would 
69) be apt to miſtake ; and his 
menſuration could (70) not be, 
in juſtice, a' bar to the courts 
inveſtigation upon an appeal ; 
and therfore his wah, 
initio, be nugatory. What time 
what 


7 wY 


e, ad 


[58 ] 


REMARKS. 


(68) Is not the ſpirit more 
excited and the perſeverance 
enconraged, by the enquiry at 
preſent being avoided? Nay, will 


it not encreaſe if the Mocurrery 


Tenure takes place? 


(69) Why? (yo) Do not 
the Courts of Juſtice, in caſes 
of this kind, truſt to and con- 
firm an Aumeen's +: oak made 
and taken, generally, in the 


preſence of the reſpective par- 


ties, or their authorized repre- 
ſentatives ? wade i of, 


whe 
The 
che 
of 


(72 
calc 


con 
rio 
lanc 
put 
cou 
G0 
Ind 
too 
diff. 


dou 


ſent 
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Mx. Law's PLAN. 


what (71) a ſum it would coſt ? 
The proprietors would not 
cheartully deiray the expence 
of deciding neglected limits, 


(72) from whence they ſcarce 


calculated a profit for years to 
come; beſides, after a ſhort pe- 
ried, the aſſiſtant-collector's 
land-mark (73) may be diſ- 
puted. Before a meaſurement 
could be effected, the preſent 
Government might be loft to 
India, and the ſucceſſors, apt 
too frequently to think and act 
differently, would at any rate 


doubt ot, if not alter the pre- 
ſent policy. | 


Mr. Shore. wo 


AzxrTicts I. 


The Gunge duties are exclu- 
ded. Theſe, I believe, are left 
undecided for future regulati- 
on. The firſt queſtion that oc- 
curs is, whether the amount of 
them is to become an addition 
to the preſent Jumma of the 
villages, 


Under any ſuppoſition, I am 


not aware of the propriety or 
neceflity of the excluſion. It is 


a fundamental law of Govern- 


ment, that no duties ſhall be 
collected upon (74) goods paſ- 
ſing and repaſſing. With reſpect 
to tolls levied upon the pur- 


chaſe and fale of goods in the 


Gunges 


(i] Neither the time would 
be fruitleſs, nor the ſum ex- 
pended inadequate to the ob- 
1 „ 9550 
(72) I deny | this alſo, In my 
Reece) experience I am .canf- 
dent they would ct eerfullycontri- 
bute their mite, for the confidera- 


tion of- having their boundaries 


once properly fixed and regula- 
ted; but the enquiry, productive 
of every Good, and indubitably of 
no Evil, would retard the pre- 
cipitancy with which there ap- 
pears a wiſh to carry this mea- 
ture into execution, 


(13) very unlikely, if pro- 
per and cuſtomary 83 
taken. : 


. (54) How foreign this ſenti- 
ment of Mr. Shore's, to Mr. 
Law's preſent mode of collect» 
ing them; even by this poſition, 
draw-backs are a nuiſance and 
perfectly illegal. | 
G3 (75) Certainly, 
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Ma. Law's Pl Ax. 


Gunges, the amount may ſafely 


perhaps, be truſted to the Pro- 


prietors of the Villages. By 


allowing all to eſtabliſh markets 
and Gunges at option, it will 
be the (756% intereſt of every 
man to be moderate in the 
amount of the tolls eſtabliſhed 
by him, exaction will ſoon be 
followed by loſs, and the evil 
correct "itſelf, 5 


A Law. 


1 am preparing an account 


mo 


of Gunge duties, which will 


vipce how Zemindars and Far- 
have given partial privi- 
legel to particular individuals, 
which are tantamount to mono- 
polies, excluding the bulk of 
traders; how impolitic taxes 
have ſuppreſſed commerce; and, 
in ſhort, will diſplay the dread- 


ful impediments and vexations | 


impoſed by temporary Poſſeſ- 
ſors, who had no intereſt in 
the future general proſperity. 
1 promiſe large profits to Go- 
vernment, in every ſenſe, by a 
modification of the Gunges, 


which, if left to individuals, 


could never take place, for each 
would have ſeparate rates; and 
moreover, their caprices, by 


varying thoſe rates, might alter 


the fixed Marts (76) of reſort, 


to the great prejudice of Beo- 


parries and Merchants. Beſides 
a Village being held by three 
or more heirs, it woulg be dif- 


fy 


ficult to ſhare che Gunges, and 
eise ) each 


REMA AKS. 


(75) Certainly, and it is their 
right. The Owners or Vroprie- 
tors of thoſe Gunges, as Mr, 
Shore juſtly obſerves, will, for 
their own ſake, be moderate: 


8 560 The low rates of the 


Marts will always fix them in 
preference, and that it is che 
intereſt of the Proprietors ſo to 
atlix them, is indubitable. 


(77) *Peculiar 


eir 


je- 


Ir. 
or 


C 3s } 


Ms. Law's PLAN. 
Mr. Law. 


each would harraſs, by a diſtinct 
collector of his duties, as per 
my letter, under date 26th July. 
No. t. The Mocurrerydar ſhould 
receive his ground-rent, but not 
be permitted to create duties, 
which have always been deemed 
the peculiar privilege of Govern- 
ment. (77) Exaction ultimately 
injures the proprietsr ; but the 
general loſs to merchants, by 
uncertain duties, would affect 
thouſands, When the preſent: 
Zemindars, or Farmers, are de- 

ived of their power, to depreſs 
— for contingent ex- 
pences, there will be a ſpirit of 


induſtry, that my diſpoſition is; 


ſearce ſanguine enqugh to con- 
Ceive. Ain r t Barn 


9 * 
IN. ” 


Mr. Shore. 
AxricLE II. 


In Bengal, with reſpect to 
markets, there is an eſtabliſned 
uſage, that no market ſhall be 
erected in the vicinity of ano- 
ther, or be held on the ſame 
day, to its prejudice, Is this 
the uſage in Bahar, or not? If 
it is, may not ſome rules re- 
ſpecting this uſage be neceſſary, 
to prevent future diſputes : 
Gunges, I believe, are not un- 
der ſuch ſtrict limitations in Ben- 
gal. The ufages reſpecting them 
the Collector may explain, and 
detetmine how far the preceding 
queſtion is applicable to them, 

' 


* 


0 © Pecutiar privite of Go- 


vernment ” 


I defy, Mr, Law to prove this. 


i (78) Why 


Mr. Law's Pran 
My. Law. 


The word “ vicinity” muſt be 
conſtrued by the Collector, and 
give riſe to numberleſs diſputes, 
The revenue board being treed 
from all correſpondence of 
Farming.“ will have leiſure to 
determine the propriety of mar- 
kets, in reſpect to locality, and 
the quantum of duty on the ſales ; 
and to my conivction, from dry 
inſight into exiſting _ evils, the 
glatten of Günter is a nd 
material object (78) for nation- 
al concern. I truſt the fore» 
going will ſuffice, till the whole 
of this comprehenſive ſubject 
ſhall be illuſtrated. | 


Mr. Shore. 


Inſtead of ſpecifying the 
whole quantity of Begahs in 


one, would it not be better to 


diſtinguiſh the quantity of each 
denomination as cultivated or 
uncultivated, and the aggregate 
of the two ; could this be done ? 


Ar. Law. 


Every year, every month, 
every day, alters the cultivation 
in each village, in quality and 
quantity, The idea of a general 
appreciation, by this means, in- 
curred great expence, diſſipated 
much ability, and defeated a 
Mocurrery plan under Mr. 
Haſting's adminiſtration. 


Tr, 


(6 ] 


 » REMARKS, 


(2 eSO0OND M36! le39n9y 
(78) Why does not Mr. Lau 
anſwer Mr. Shore? and ſay; 
the very ſame uſage prevails in 
Bahar. But, leave to the Pro- 
prietors of each Gunge the ex- 
pediency of regulating them, 
and the benefit w i be felt by 
the price of every article im- 
ported from the Market fixing 
uſelfo 


cation of the reſtriction, is there 


3 L- ] 


Ma. Law's Plan. 
My. Shore. 
ArxrTcLE III. 


The ſtipulation implies, that 
ſome Proprietors may have a 
right]to a Village, who have not 
the poſſeſſion, and gives them 
Malikana, but denies poſſeſſion 
on proof of right, 


This can only apply in two 
caſes, as far as I can ſee. Firſt, 
to thoſe who may have refuſed 
the terms propoſed, which 1 
do not think material; and ſe- 
condly, to abſentees. With re- 
ſpect to the latter, it amounts 
to a poſitive excluſion, and ſo 
far may be conſidered as a vio- 
lation of right and property : 
a compenſation is made, it is 


'true; but. admitting, as I do, 


the rights of Zemindars to the 
property in the ſoil, I know 
not that Government has a right 


to diſpoſe of their property in 


their abſence, except by diſ- 
traint for balances. It would 
be equally hard. to deprive a 
Mocurrerydar after poſſeſſion, 
of the produce- of his labours 
and induſtry; and difficult, per- 
haps, to make an adjuſtment 
between him and the Proprie- 
tor, upon the latter's obtainin 

poſſeſſion ; that ſhonld, as equi- 
ty requires, indemnify the pre- 
ſent poſſeſſor for his expences. 


With a aw to the medi. 


any 
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Mr. Law's PI AN. 
oy objection to the following 
rules ? 

That a term be limited, be- 


ond which no proprietor of a 
village ſhould be allowed to re- 


REMARKS. 


gain poſſeſſion—ſay the end of 


the preſent Fuſſily year, 


That an advertiſement be 
made, calling upon the attor- 
nies, heirs, or relations of ab- 
ſentees, to deliver in their claims 
within three months, under a 
declaration that no claims to 
poſſeſſion ' in future will be re- 
ceived, after the elapſe of the 
term preſcribed, 


I would wiſh, however, to 
know to what poſſible caſes the 
clauſe was meant to apply by 
the collector. 


Mr. Law, 


How lately the Zemindars 
were publicly adjudged devoid 
of property in the ſoil, and 
how precarious the one-tenth 
before allowed has hitherto 
been, I have ſhewn: in ſe- 
curing to Zemindars an inva- 
riable one-tenth, (79) I have, 
I truſt, liberally confidered 
their ſituation, and rendered 
even thoſe ejected better. off 
than heretofore. In granting 
Mocurreries, Government con- 
fer a novel poſſeſſiun; and juſ- 
tice, humanity and policy, re- 
quired a preference to the 
Wot (er!) Zemindars 


Wit 


what Mr. Law, in another 


the conſtitution of Govern- 
ment? _ Can any inſtance be 
produced where they have been 
deprived of it under our Go- 
vernment ? And will Mr, Law 


ſay, they (the Zemindars) will 


be better off than heretofore 
3k when 


| (79) How does this accord 
apr ſays was fixed for them, 


[ 59 y 


MR. Law's PLAN. 


Zemindars. Scarce one can 
actually be abſent; but if the 
Mocurreries were conditioned 
with the claim of abſentees, 
many Zemindars would pur- 
Pes ſecrete themſelves, either 
to lower the quit- rent, or wait 
till the improvements of ano- 
ther rendered their eſtates eli- 
gible. | 


It were vain to ſtay a gene- 
ral and immutable good, till 
every petty Zemindar's right 
is proved; for, perpetually 
changing, the ſyſtem muſt be 
deferred (80) for ever, Were 
a retroſpect upon any plea ad- 
mitted, or any ſuch clauſes 


- annexed to the grants, the Na- 


tives, miſtruſtful from the many 
changes, would undervalue, if 
not reject the tenure; and, from 
an almoſt imaginary apprehen- 
ſion of prejudice to one or two, 
it would be impolitic to depre- 
ciate grants, by expoſure to 
ſubſequent htigations, or to de- 
fer eſtabliſhing a permanent ſyſ- 
tem, which will form an epoch 
honorable to the Britiſh Govern- 
ment, and proſperous to every 
deicription of Natives. | 


The period of three months, 
or more, ſhould be limited for 
notice to every Zemindar, a- 
gents, &c. previous to the al- 
lotment; and thoſe who did 
not attend, ſhould ſuffer for 
their inadvertence ; but if Go- 
vernment's humanity extends 
further, a portion of the crown- 

| lands 


* M RE MAR Kk 8. 1 


when he has declared himſelf 


the advocate to take from them 
every right of lords paramount, 
viz, duties on Marriages, Chow- 


dreys Ruſſoom ' &c. &c. and 


Gunge duties; rights they 
certainly enjoyed heretofore, 
together with Nancar villages 
which have been by us reſumed. 


- (80) Again an evident defire 


to precipitate. Where can be 
the objection to advertize for 
claims, within a given time, and 
thus a fair inveſtigation enſue? 


Ms. Law' s PLAN. 


lands might be allotted; (81) at 

a ſmall quit- rent, in lieu of 

theix loſs. Any conſideration 
* 


beyond this, h admitted a 
title to the Mocurreries, would 
ſacrifice the bulk of the pro- 
prietors, for a poſſible inſtance 
of an abſentee's neglect. 


Mr. Shore. 
Ax ricrn . 


This clauſe appears to me to 
militate with the fundamental 
principle of the plan, acquieſ- 
cence of the land- holders may, 
perhaps, be deemed a ſufficient 


Te ply. 


Mr. Law. 


Temporary extraordinaries 
muſt have temporary reſources ; 
and even the land (82) at home 
is liable to a general tax du- 
ring war. 


My. Shore. 


I do not, I confeſs, ſee the 


poſiibility of a literal adherence 
to the conditions in this clauſe, 
except, indeed, under a ſup- 
poſition that the real quantity 
of land in the villages greatly 
exceeds the ſpecification of it; 
when this is not the caſe, how 
can a man who loſes a third, or 
even a fourth of his village, pay 

| | the 


REMARKS. 


(81) How can theſe be allot- 
ted when agreeably to Mr.Law's 
ſentiments they are already in 
the Hereditary Tenure of a Ze- 
mindary? | 


(82) The land Tax at home 
is not conſidered abſolutely as 
fixed, though, I believe, few 
people but will agree, that it 
would be impolitic and dan- 
gerous to encreaſe it beyond 
it's preſent ſtandard, Mr. Law's 
Syſtem, on the contrary is for 


fixing it invar' oh. 


(£3) Where 


Cre 


n 61 ] | | Fa 


Ma. Law's PLAN. 
the rent of the whole? The 


remainder, or a portion there- 


of, muſt be ſold to make good 
the deficiency. I wiſh to have 


this point clearly explained, and 


the objection anſwered. 


Mr. Law. 


Tune villages have much waſte 


land, too few being in a com- 
plete ſtate of cultivation; but 
as the quit-rent is determined 
by the preſent capability, and 
miſtaken limits (for even the 
Adawluts may be miſled by e- 
vidence) cannot affect the Mo- 
currerydars any further than b 
transfer of more or leſs profit 
from A. to B. nor can diſputes 
ariſe about any material dif- 
ference of land but in woody 
and long neglected ſpots; for 


the old reſidents can, in general, 


($3) define the extent of vil- 
lages by marks, as by nullahs, 
hills, embankments, &c. 


* Mr. Shore. 


* In the other conditions, no 
objections occur ; may it not 
be neceſiary to fix ſome regula- 
tions reſpecting the cuſtom in 
Bahar, of damming the rivers 
to preſerve a reſervoir of wa- 


ter ? 


I wiſh alſo to receive informa- 
tion on the following point : 
3 3 Mr. 


REMARKS» 


 (83)Where'then would be the 
difficulty to meaſure and aſcer- 


tain the Boundaries as in anos 


ther place Mr. Law aſſerts? 
Does it not ſtaud to reaſon that 
the old Reſidents would be gra- 
tified by ſuch reference? Where 
therefore, the greatiexpence, loſs 
of time &c. &c. as Mr. Law has 
a 


id a ſtreſs on when before pro- 


poſed by Mr. Shore? 
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Mr. LWS PLAN. 
Mr. Law, 


The right of damming rivers 
can only be decided by eſta- 
bliſhed cuſtom; 
aqueducts and mounds are to be 
made, the ſupreme board, as 
parliaments at home, conſulting 
the general utility, (84) will 
grant Particular licences, 


Mr. Shore. 


The Zemindarry of Sunnote 
Tukary, the property of Me- 
terjeet Sing, comprehends many 
ſubordinate Talookdars and Ze- 
mindars. Is it the object of 
the preſent plan, that Govern- 
ment ſhould fix their reſpective 
quittals of rent, or leave the 
adjuſtment with the Zemindar 
Meteriect Sing ? 

Is there any objection to this 
interfetence on the Part of Go. 
vernment! F e 

If there is, ought not the head 
Zemindarz when his own rent 
is fixed, to be compelled to fix 
that of the 'Talookdars and Ze- 
mindars, Who have a property 
in the ſoil within the Limits of 


his m—— 8 . 


Mr. Law. 


The Zemindar will be ap- 
ointed Tehſeeldar, and the 
er of ſubordinate Ta- 

lookdats, excluſive of his own 
villages, 


1 


* 


REMARKS. 


: i 5 " 


where new © 


(84) The eſtabliſhed cufiom- 


can only be the guide, and un- 
ges by the mutual application 
af thoſe concerned, I appre- 
hend it would be conſidered as 
an act of violence, or partiality 
for the fupreme re 
ay wiſe is Intextere. 


(85) How 


low 


Mar. Law's PLAN. 
villages, muſt be fixed by Go- 


vernment; and this is the 
great objection of the 1 
for, at preſent, the head Ze- 
mindar, in capacity of renter, 
always overburthens the infe- 
rior proprietors, (85) to ſpare 
himſeif, and to make the Ry- 
ots ſhelter themſelves in his 
portion, and with a view of pur- 
chaſing the Talooks, when ruin 


obliges to ſale; hence I re- 


marked the fertility of theſe in- 
ſulated ſpots by inequality of 


aſſeſſment, and until every one is 


protected by deſcribed guit-rent, the 
ceuntry'cannot flouriſh, | 


Mr. Shore, 


In the caſe of arrears, is it 
meant that the whole of the 
village ſhould be diſpoſed of, 
or only a portion thereof ? 


In the latter caie, how is the 
reſpective quotas of rent be- 
tween the proprietors and pur- 
chaſer to be determined ? 


Would this mode anſwer: let 
the land be ſold by public auc- 
tion, and the rent of the porti- 
on fold, as well as the price 
thereof be determined by the 
ſale: the original proprietor to 
be anſwerable for the remain- 
ing quit-rent, be it what it 
may? 


Mr. Law, 


[63] 


-: Rewanxsl .1!/ 


(85) How can tbis be hen 


theſe inferior Proprietors, had 


always in their option, who 


ever was the Renter, either 
an aumil or a Zemindar, to 


deliver in their own Caboo- 


leats, or. ſuffer their Lands to 


eee (86)Trealy 
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Mr. Law's PAN. 


The property will be firſt 
diſtrained, and if inadequate to 


liquidate the arrears, the whole 
v 


illage will be fold, if no re- 
giſtered divifion has previouſly 
taken place, for it would poſt- 
ne Government's dues too 
ong, to examine the villages, 
and to determine the diſputed 


aſſeſſment of à portion of it for 


fale ; but the proprietors will 
never expoſe. their eſtates to 
public auction, it being their 
intereſts to ſell privately, to a- 
void the expence and (86) 
ſhame, 5 


Mr. Shore. 
SUccrsT IONS. 


That no ſales or transfers be 
deemed valid, but ſuch as are 
regiſtered in the public - Cut- 
cherry. 


Mr. Law, 


* 


Eſſential to the ſyſtem. 


Mr. Shore. 


That the regiſter be kept in 
Engliſh by the aſſiſtant, and a 
fee upon each to be taken, the 
quantum of the fee to be aſcer - 


- tained, 


) 


2. 1 (03) Mr. Law. 


RM ARK. 


(86) I really underſtand this 
not, for admitting the property du- 
ring life, would not Mr. Law's 


mode deſtroy the reſpective - 


Hiſſas or Portions the various 
branches of a family have been 
allowed, I ſay, through the fa- 
pour of the Crown, to enjoy and 
participate of in a Zemindarry. 


"Wa 


and (87) I never 
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Mocurrery plan is the moſt peer | 1 
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Ma. Law's PLAx. 


or beſt connection guardian, to 

ive in annual accounts for the 
Fudge's inſpection and future 
reſponſibility; at preſent, ſer- 
embezzle the ſeparate 
allowance, (87) and the eſtate 
is injured by farmers aware of 


- ſhort continuance. 


'2d. The reſumed eſtates 
ſhould be added to the rent-roll 
of each Pergunnah, and not 
kept apart as at preſent; for, 


_ excluſive of the accumulation 


of accounts by ſeparate toujees, 
&c. a hope is encouraged of 
future relinquiſhment, when the 
cauſes of ſequeſtration may be 
obliterated, and hence frequent 
petitions for that purpoſe, 


s 


REMARKS. 


(87) I never knew this to be 
the caſe - in ſuch inſtances 


there was always a Guardian 
or Moketar appointed to the 


family, and generally choſen 
from a branch thereof: and of 
courſe, where embezzlement 
was complained of, redreſs was 
immediately afforded. 


i 


3d. O N ſhould be 
e 


deemed a valid tit 
is ſhewn; and any diſpoſſeſſion 
ſhould be fined, and the diſ- 
poſſeſſed reſtored, merely upon 
right of occupancy, 
ny neceſſity to prove other title; 
elſe every claimant will be in- 
duced to redreſs himſelf, and 


oblige the diſpoſſeſſed to ſuffer 


the riſque and onus proband, 


which muſt ſhake the founda- 


tion of all property. 
4th. The plaintiffs ſhould be 


required to pay the Tullubanah, 


or expence of bailiffs; for at 


preſent the defendants are bur- 
thened and harraſſed by it be- 
fore decifion, which promotes; 
vexatious proſecutions, (88 


5th, 


without 


La 44 


latter part of the paragraph, I 


till better 


* 


to be added with other charges, 
to the party bee to ſubſtan- 
tiate their cauſe of plaint. The 


* 
— — 


7 7 4s rather imaginary than 
N 1 0 * 


(89) Quere 


(88) Doubtleſs—and in the 
event of the ſuit this expence 


1 67 1 8 . 


RxMAREs. 


Mr. Law's PLAN. 


th. Hereditary ſlavery is as 
ſhocking to humanity as con- 
trary to policy 


country deprived, at many pe- 
riods, of water conveyance, 


by Juppicifing 


population,—In an extenſive 


partial dearths are with diffi- 


culty remedied by ſupplies from 
other places; perhaps, there- 
fore, in famines, charity cannot 


be ſolely relied upon, and it is 


requiſite to permit mothers to 
part with their infants ; but as 
their natural right ceaſes upon 
the child's arriving at matu- 
rity, it were a beneficial law 
(89) to render all free at that 
period. The intereſted man 
will thereby have received an 
adequate compenſation by la- 
bour for his purchaſe-money, 
and be induced to ingratiate 
the emancipated to continue 
with hin by mild treatment, 


But I am deviating into 


diſtinct ſubjects, (though con- 


nected with the enlarged policy 
of ſecuring the rights of man- 
kind, for the good of Goveru- 
ment) and forbear till the he- 
terogeneous compound of Lord 
Paramount, Tax Gatherer, Pro- 

rietor of the Soil, and Head 


armer, ſhall be analyſed. 


Under the- peculiar diſadvan- 
tages of drought and murrain, 
I have reduced this ſimplifica- 
tion to practice, and truſt to 
be pardoned taking this op- 
portunity of 1eturning acknow- 

ledgments 


(89) Quere. Will not this 
ate much againſt the na- 
ture of the people? Mr. Law 
knows well, it is the practice, 
where the ſlave has hehaved 
well, foo the maſter to emanci- 
pate him, and pay for his ad- 
miſſion into the ſect of Muſſul 
men —1 apprehend any change 
in this might diſcourage} pur- 
chaſes, which, in times of dire 
neceſſity, have been found to 
have their benefit. Although, 
in my opinion, under a vigilant 
Government, ſuch caſes cannot 
happen in this country - mono- 
polies being prevented, and the 
Zemindars compelled, in ſuch 
calamities to bring forth their 


hoards of grain to market at a 


proper price and - reaſonable 
profit, 


ſances occurring. In ſhort, I 
do not conceive, from the acci- 
dental failure of a crop, any 
real ſcarcity can happen in this 
country, Artificial ones may, 


12 | | and 


prevent fuch in- 
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Ms. Law's PLAN. 
ledgments. to the/ honourable 
Governor-general in council tor 


* the experimental permiſſion al- 
lowed. | 


THOMAS LAW, Collector. 


Feb. 5th; 


Queſtions from the Board 
of Revenue, 
- 429 


£6933 704/3.$it. 0's 8919100 {6:5 

Iſt. Is there ay regular, 
tnown. ſyſtem of revenue at pre- 
ſent exiſting in the province of 
Bahar for aſcertaining. the a- 
mount of the yearly demand of 
the Sovereign, the groſs re. 
ſources from which it ſhould 
be forth - coming, and the mode. 


to be obſerved in collecting it? 


4 Fil 
C3 


£ 
- 


Mr. Law's Anſwer: » 
'T know of none; (90) the 
Hiſtory of Indoſtan, in every 
page, records the deſpotiſm of 
mperors, and rebellion of 
feudatory Lords. The vaſſals 
muſt have been taxed unlimited- 
ly from wars, &c. all the anar- 
chy of feudal Goyernments pre- 
vailed, and the numerous forts 
evince the many authorities, &c. 
When power depends upon the 
longeſt ſword, Tevolutions, on 
ſo great a continent, muſt Have 
been frequent, and ſubverkve 


of 


RMARK S. 


and will be attempted, but a 
vigorous Government' can ſoon 


put a ſtop to its effect. 
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(90) What does Mr. Law 
then think of the Tumar' or 
aſſil Jumma, fixed and deter- 
mined by Ackbar and which the 
people have been fo ſolicitous 
to preſerve ? Abdoabs or Ceſſes, 
if he pleaſes, have been atrbi- 
trary and indeterminate. 


(91) What 


1 


What 


1 69 J 


M. LAW's PLAN. 


of all (91) regular Hfem of reve. 
nue. When the Muſſulmans ſub- 


dued the country, they found 


a Maharajah, inferior Rajahs 
and Ryots. And to this day 
the Rajahs in the hills have 
continued tributary landholders. 
Mridlare. dt! 
24, If there be, on what 
principle is it founded ? If on 
taxation, in What proportion is 
it levied on the groſs rental 
and by what rules or ſtandard, 
progreſſively,” or at once, Has 
the preſent ſumma been eſtab- 
liſhed ? If it be founded/on 
rent, or à certain proportion of 


the produce of che oi ſhared 
with the huſbandmen, what are 


the "proportions fixed between 
landlord and tenant, what rate 
of charges on actcuunt of ma- 


—* >. 


burſed in the propoſed Mocur- 
rery diſtricts? een 


o 


Mr. Law FS: ! 
"A am not acquainted-with an 
fixed rules of taxation, the di- 
viſion” of the crops excepted 


which I have already ftated, 


J underſtand that Mr james 
Grant has written with affidu- 
ous reſearch, and great inge- 
nuity, an analyfis 7 and 1 truſt 
to be excuſed referring thereto 
for what has eſcaped my know- 
ledges 34 


. * 


REMARKS. | 


(91) Mr. Law is here totally 
miſtaken. In the flouriſhing 
and ſettled time of the Empire 
there never was ſo regular and 
ſixed a ſyſtem: purſued; fo 
much ſo, that in- times of re- 
volution it was not infringed 
upon; but when the Sove- 


reign's emergency required an 


extra need, it was demanded 
and levied from his ſubjects, 
in the ſame manner as the Stu- 
arts introduced in England 
benevolence and other tempo- 
rary aids, exacted without the 
ſanction of Parliament. 


Beſides this, if Mr. Law has | 


read (and in a man of his 
known literary acquiſitions, I 
cannot ſuppoſe the contrary ) 
the Hiſtories of Pere Catron 
and Bernier, he will have found 
that when the-Mahomedan con- 
querors. ſubdued the country 
they found a ſyſtem as perfect 
as wiſdom could have eſtabliſh» 
ed; and fo much did they 
approve. of it, that, with the 
exception of conſidering them- 
(elves, as ſoyereign Lords, the 
ſole Proprietors of the, lands held 
by their ſubjefs, and of courſe 
the ſaid landed poſſeſſions de- 
wvolving to them on the deaths 
of the holders, (ideſt avhen the 
occupancy was wacated) an inſe- 
parable maxim from oricntal 


, deſpotiſm, they did not other- 


wile, in the leaſt, militate a- 
gainſt what had obtained prior 
to their introduction; for Ber - 
nier and the Pere Catrou, both 


poſitively 


Ms. Law?s PLAN. 
Mr. Shore. 


3d; Whatever may be the 
general principle of the re- 
venue ſy of Bahar, or eſpe- 
cially in the propoſed Mocur- 
rery diſtricts, it has, no doubt, 
been collected ſomewhere with 
preciſion, perhaps from written 
inſtitutes, from royal edicts, or 
from forms of the royal ex- 
chequer ; whatever may be the 
fource of knowledge, it is to 


de ſet forth. 


Mr. Law. 
Ditto, 
My. Shore. 
4th. Does practical manage - 
ment in the alleſſment and col- 
leftion of revenue correſpond 
with the theory of ſuch ſources 
of knowledge ? In what points, 
and in what apparent circum- 
ſtances do they differ; and does 
the defect W ebe to be in the 
original conſtnution, or in the 
prevalent ſyſtem ? 


Mr. Law. 
Ditto 


Mr. Store. 
sth. If there be no regular 


known 
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REMARRERS. 


itively ſay, that the chil- 
how of | 4 Rajahs, or chief 
Princes of the country, ſuc- 
ceeded to their Fathers lands.” 
This ſubſequent obſervation, in 
the latter particularly, has, with 
the Critics deficient in local 
enquiry, given riſe to a ſup- 
RON contradiction, and this 

auſe he afſerts à priori in 
the ſame page that the Mo- 
gul keeps to himfelf the - ſole 
property of all the lands in 
the Empire.” Had the Fa- 
ther added, that however the 
roperty of the lands was con- 
dered as, ſolely in the Empe- 
ror, yet, unleis. of default of 
conduct, ſuch as Treaſon, vio- 
lation of the maintenance of 


the Police, neglect of repairing 


Roads, Inhoſpitality and Vio- 


lence to Travellers; all ava | 
2 


clauſes articled in their vine 
darry\ grant or tenure, the ſons, 
generally, upon an application 
and recognizance of their So- 
vereign's right, received a con- 
firmation of their fathers? poſ- 
ſeſſions, the contradiction would 
not have been apparent, ſo, as 
to have cauſed a ſurmize ; 
though I join Mr. Voltaire, in 
his very natural concluſion, 
that Bernier, when he writ, 
would never have imagined his 
readers . would ſo far miſtake 
his expreſſions, as to think that 
all the inhabitants of India 


' evorked, laboured, ſowed and built 


for one fingle Tartar 
(92) 


ThyH] 


Mx. LAwW's PLAN. 


"known fyſtem of revenue actual - 
ly exiſting in Bahar, or che 
diſtricts in queſtion; no traces 


of the former exiſtence of ſuch 
a ſyſtem, ſufficient to aſcertain 
its nature, and determine how 


far it might be practicable or 


eligible to recur to it under 
reſent circumſtances,” nor any 
Feed principle to regulate the 
demand, ' receipt, and charges 
of the collection in the behalf 
of Government, what are the 
ſources of knowledge? where 
have been the inveſtigations, 
and from whoſe reports and 


7 


well- founded opinions are we 


to draw information to enable 
us to inſtitute a new ſyſtem of 
revenue ? 


Mr. Law 
Ditto. (92) 


Mr. Shore. 


6th, Again, if there be no 
ſuch ſyſtem, where are the 
« laws and conſtitution of In- 
dia“ referred to in the 429th 
ſection — the _ of Parlia- 
ment, paſſed in the year 1784, 
for eſtabliſhing ws prints. 


« ples of moderation and juſ- 


«« tice the rules by which rents 
«© Nc. are to be rendered and 


paid to the united company!” 


Mr. Law, 


REMARKS. 


92) An anſwer to this 


e ſeems poſitiwely ne- 
- ceſſary; yet Mr. Law evades 


it. He, ſurely, muſt have ſome 
ſource, or experience, to plead 
in behalf of a new inſtitution, 
ſince he points out-the probable 


good effects, and expoſes the 


evils of the old ſyſtems _ 


7 


| (93) 
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Mr. Shores. - 
” : 5 420 Ens nn ; 1 
Sth. What have been the 


L 724 


Mr. Law's PLAN 
Mr. Law. 


+. REMARE S. 


(os The tranſlation and 
ublication of the Ayen Ack- 


„Laws and conſtitutions (93) | Ha 1 have been 


of India,“ is a general expreſſi- 
on. It cannot be ſuppoſed that 
the Britiſh adminiſtration had 
then any determinate rule in 
view; permanency was the 


object, and a definite ſyſtem, 


Mr. Shore 

th. In what points does 
the Mocurrery ſcheme differ 
from the exiſting Zemindarry 
| tenures ? and what are its com - 
parative advantages to the ſtate / 
and peaſantry, as far as theſs 
can be ſet forth on experienced 
or well- founded calculation? 


* 
_ 


Mr. Law, 


| © £39) 


232 ſe are enumerated in the 


plan, ani L forbear to trouble 


with a rep tition · „ 
8 NH 19 FL; 


c 


annual Jumma, receipts, and 

charges of the propoſed Mo- 
currery diſtricts, from the firſt 
ſettlement of Mahomed Reza 
Cawn, in 1765, to the preſent 
time? To —_ cauſes are the 


decline and actual deficiency of 
revenue, if there be any to 
be aſcribed? How are farther 
_ Refalcations to be prevented, 
% under 


their gui 


hee in an idea pre- 
valent, that, in ſo well a regu- 
lated Government as this was 
in the floyriſhing/ time of the 


Hindoſtan Emperors, ſome ſyt- 
tem muſt have been adopted and 
purſued. The Britiſh admini- 


ſtration had, no doubt, the 


rule in view, Which the very 


preamble of the Act, Preſup- 
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(94) 


(731. 


Ma. Law's PLan. 


under the forms of a perpetual 
leaſe at a fixed rent, ſeeing that 


an annually decreaſing aſſeſſ- 


ment has ſcarcely ever been 
realized ? . 


| The Accomptant- general can 
alone ſtate the variations of the 
collections in all the Pergunnahs 


ſince 1765, (94) 


| | Ar. Shore, 


9th. Is landed property veſted 
excluſively in the Sovereign, or 
in the Zemindars and Ryots? If 
in the latter, why is it to be again 
diſpoſed; of? (95) If in the 
former, but now propoſed to 
be transferred to the latter, or 
ſome other deſcriptions of the 
landholders, on what terms, on 
what principles, under what au- 
thority, confiſtently with the 
above- mentioned Act of Parlia- 
ment, (96) and for what po- 


.litical ends and pecuniary ad- 


vantages? (97) 5 


REMARKS. . 
: 4 4 1 of 7 a» «ZZ 3% +5 


- 


„„ 

He 1116 enen 

(94) Surely, a full and ſatis- 
factory anſwer muſt have been 
expected, and ought to have 
been given, to theſe latter and 
very diſtin& queſtions, by a per- 
ſon of Mr. Law's known re- 


venue abilities: and who comes 


forward, in defiance of * 
eſtabliſhed cuſtom; to propoſe a 


*- 


entire nexv, and, as he ſtates it, 


unexceptionable Plan. 


(95) This is unanſwerable + 
Why, indeed)? 


(96) The act of Parliament, 
in my apprehenſion of its na- 
ture, never tended, or could 
tend to the decifion' of a queſ- 
tion of ſuch importance. If 
ever it had been thought re- 

uiſite to have come under 
ſuch conſideration as the Har- 
liament of England, it would 
then have been taken up ſeri- 


. ouſly, with every. information 


pro. and cos. and the ſubject 
conſidered, debated and reſolv- 
ed upon, totally diveſted of 
other ground. ene 


(97) 1 defy Mr. Law to 
rove, but in mere ideal vi- 
 fionary ſpeculation, either po- 
— Itiical 
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Mr. Laws Pt an. 
Mr. Law, 


1 have endeavoured to make 
myſelf acquainted fully with this 
point ; and my opinion is, that 
the Zemindar is indiſputable 
proprietor of the ſoil, (98) and 
the Ryot but a vaſſal, or pea- 
ſant. The Pottahs of my plan 
are hut for one year, confirm- 
able in perpetuity if approved 
from Great Buitain. The po- 
litical ends and pecuniary ad-, 
vantages, I have already enu- 
merated, the, queſtion. appears 

awe rather hat ſy ſtem ſhould 

e adopted than What has ex- 
jſtecl. Error ſhould be correct · 
ed; if, for am ent, it is 
admitted, that under a wretched 
Mogul. Gevernment there ex- 
iſted no rights, (99), it muſt be 
aſked, ſhould the Engliſh” not 
give ſome d if few, whether we 
cannot extend; them? The great 
object at home, and, in Bengal, 
ig to govern for the beſt; when 
the people are rich, Governy 
ment muſt be ſo; it need, not 
be apprebended, that means 
will not be found to avail 
themſelves of iubjects wealth. 

mir FF T's pres 4 35 df : 


Nee as 
Mr, Shares, ., 
: 


| 
&«? 


:bo} : [16 193 43 1 9555 1975 

% Toth, Are; demands, of re- 
venue to be proportioned. to 
preſent or eventual exigencies 
of Government, or in what 
degree is Government to ſhare 
a the prof of de improve 

J men 8 þ 1 
Mr. Lau. 


4 


REMARKS." 
litical ends, or pecuniary ad- 


vantages it will be attended 


with. The contrary are; in my 
#671 | 


idea, evident © 


(98) Why, + therefore, the 
new transfer, and when called 
upon to aſſign a reaſon jor. this 
ſtrange inverſion, 'why her give 
R 
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. (99) No one but Mr. Law 
will admit this. — The rights of 
the People confonant to their 
diſpofition, and the conſtitu- 
tional form virtually exiſted in 
the moderation of the Sovereign, 
and few. inſtances could be ad- 
duced. where he followed a con- 
trary principle. — The People 
were ſatisfied in its being his 
intereſt to follow this govern- 
ing ſyſtem. And does Mr. Law 
not know that where Zemin- 
dars and Jighterdars were com- 
plained of for rack renting and 
other opprefſions, by their te- 
nants, the Sovereign immedi- 
ately diſpoſſeſſed them, con- 
ferring the benefit on ſome more 

le ſerving Landlord? Yet this 

never was deemed as an ur- 
ation of a private eftate, Whence 
again 


o 


ter 


d. 


Mr. Law's PLAN. 


3 p 


This is, compriſed in my 


reply to Mr. Shore's propoſi- 


tion of the ſame nature, 


Mr, Shore. 


-..,1rth, In eſtabliſhing the 
propoſed Mocurrecy Jumma 
of Narhut Samoy, &c, how 
are we aſſured of having i= 
cluded, all the proper territo- 
rial ſhare and ' refources ber 
longing . to Government? Be- 
fore progerty, Oe diſpoſed of, 
ought . not its value to be 
accurately known ? (too) On 
whom devolves Malikana, or 
the ouſted Zemindar's allow- 
ance of ten per Cent. and to 
whom would devolve the fe- 
lection and appointments of 
the numerous Mocurrerydars, 
or new ſpecies of proprietors, 
with a devolving right *of fuch 
valuable property and privi- 
leges to their heirs? If to the 


} 


collectors, would it not afford a 


new, extenſive, and extraordina- 
ry (100) latitude for patronage, 
it being the great ambition ot 
the cultivators, and other claſſes 
of natives, to get poſfeſſion of 
Fore”. Pro ortion of land in 
pexperuny Te e een 


$4.4 


Me. Law, 


The extent of this large 
territory renders an accurate 
, knowledge 


[ 75 ] 


REMARKS. .. 


again Hereditaty poſiefſion by 
right of nv * Mr. Law 
again here mentiens, though 
he rode My tes it unh, Bis 


n en, © withewt gerdmpanymz 


it with 2 feige Gegner for 
cortobo rative'$roef, © 'rhogh 
10 fairly Wife d e een 
ſtration. 1 Wn of rb 44-6 Con. 
chile was more, in Me. L. aw, 
the effect of . gage opinion 
than a H enter inetd on 
ally concluſive Foul. 
e Noi 
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to-day, To me it appears 
ſufficient to know that a Per- 
gunnah paid leſs under a far- 
mer, (102) and .was, not- 
withſtanding, in decline, from 
the rapacity of limited  intreſt 
in it. If any villages are 
omitted, Government will be- 
nefit by ſubſequent annexa- 
tion. (103) The Zemindar 
will receive the one tenth from 
the Mocurrerydar. Govern- 
ment will determine who are 
to form the aſſeſſment; but as 
almoſt every village has a pro- 
prietor, the patronage will be 
very little; beſides, the collec - 
tors at preſent nominate to 
whole Pergunnahs, (104) re- 
raining alſo a laſting influence, 
(tog) fince renewals of leaſes, 
in a great meaſure, depend 
upon them. Government will 
not permit the (106) quit- 
rent ſettlement to fall below 
the preceding year's Jumma, 
without a deputation. Partiali- 
ty may forbear exacting the 
higheſt rent from each village; 
that, however, is preferable 


to ſupporting a farmer in over- 


burthening. (107) The allot- 
ment once formed, precludes 
all alteration, future influence, 
c. The courts of juſtice will 
only remain for buſineſs and 
truſt; and until Government 


preſeribe 


* 
. En Fs 
knowledge of the value of the 
Land difficult; (101) and the 
idea of its attempt muſt poſt- 


pone every ſyſtem, For to- 
morrow it is different from 


(101) Land, in every country 


I have - ſeen,. bears a relative va- 
lue to its produtt. In this it is 
particularly well aſcertained, 


(102) This N be difficult 
to define, I do not myſelf deem it 
deſerving of credit. 


(103) How then, is the poor 
hereditary Zemindar to be recom- 
penſe 4? „ {1 N 

(104) Not without | previouſly 
ſubmitting the reaſans of the limi- 
tation in the rent-roll of a Per- 
gunnab to the Board of Revenue, 
<vho are Free in receiving Derk- 


haiiſts( and thus all. collufion is 


prevented. 


(105) Widely different, admit- 
ting it even from the perpetual 
influence derived trom conferring 
a Mocurrery | Tenure, either 
to Zemindars, or other claſſes 


of people 


(106) Here my argument, in 
reſpect to n or poſſible 
caſualties of ſeaſon, the firſt and 
ſecond year of the Mocurrery 
tenure,,.and the general preſent 
poverty of the Zemindars to 
avail themſelves of the be- 
nefit, . /uppofing it to be one, is in 
full point, Hence, in thoſe pla- 
ces where the preſent quit-rent 
is fixed on the Jumma of the 
preceding, without a full inveſ- 
tigation of the propriety of the 
aſſeſſment, it is fair to conclude 
that a deficiency occurring in 

| the 
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REM ARK 2. 


MR. Law's PAN. 


preſcribe their demands, and 
have an intermediate judicial 
authority, I ſee not how the 
ſubjects can be ſecure, and 
flouriſh, 


Without that, we ſhall re- 
ſemble Mognls; every new 
ruler changing 23 fyſ- 
tems, (108) e 
mindarry rights one year, and 


annulling them another. 3 


I have already treſpaſſed muc 

J hope to be pardoned apply- 
ing the reaſoning of a decea- 
ſed author*, to the arguments 
of men, who not defefive 
ia judgment and general experi- 


' ence, are adyocates for Go- 


„ vernment's collecting imme- 
« diately from the Ryot or 
« peaſant, Thoſe who purſue 
„ this traia of reaſoning, ſeem 
« not ſufficiently to enquire 
«© whither it will lead them, 
„ nor to know that it will 
« equally ſhew the propriety 
Ny of ſuppreſſing all wholeſale 


% trade. 


* Dr, Johnſon, in his Tour to the 
Hebrides, 


To 


abliſhing Ze- 


the commencement; che 


perty will be ſold and votes 
to the monied holder, who 
moſt likely will withhold his 
money loan to the Zemindar 
Mocurrerydar, purpoſely to 
come the purchaſer of his 
Yroperty. Thus, inſtead of con- 
erring a benefit on the 'Zemin« 


dars, whom by preſcription title, 


in my opinion, hold their poſ- 


ſeffions at  beff, and purſuing a 


ſyſtem you deem humane to 


them, you annul them at once; 


depriving them of what cuſtom 
might have enacted in their 
favor; and hereby-engender-a 


hoſt of enemies, who from local 


connection and the ancient claim 


and ance which they hold 


and reſt on their tenants, may 
one day or other obtain their ſer- 


vices, either partially or wholly, 


aguinſt the preſent ſtate, 

» (107) 1 truſt; for our eredit 

ſuch ſupport was never given. 
(108) Another palpable con- 


tradiction to the hereditary tenure 
and poſſeſſion. ab, 91 
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Ms. Law's PLAN. 

HN SHORE, Eq. 
Bent of the Board of 
ue, Fort William.” 


IF * 1421 12 12 * 
ES 141114 31 
— E 


- 1 
a 
* * 3 


o M60 tasse 
. 


| au Bk (om pa Tv Of 
1d 4, LAM hongred with 
our letfer of the 26th Noyem- 

en, and with S to give 

Jatistattory anſwers to it 

Anais propgſed therein, haye 
delayed: all now ts, acknow- 
ledgement- M9515 HOY ane 
nn 107515 066% A035 ; 
have in vain; endeavoured 
to find the Hindoo Synonyme, 
to the Perſian name, Zemindar, 
anch onſequently failed in ob- 
taiming a diſtinct account of his 
Fenaire nnd rig bis, (100) indeed 
under a Feodal ſyſtem which 


bas prevailed/4rom: time imme- 


mntirial, the idea of a guit- 
rent, or Mocurrery Fenure 
cannot have been entertained, 


for the European maxim of 


a . diſtinct Military force, and 
of raiſing ſupplies by fund- 
ing, is totally unknown. In- 


dependance and fecurity; from 


the exactions of arbitrary pow- 
er was never claimed, to aſ- 
ſert it even, were tantamount 
to rebellion. | 


The Maha Rajah under the 
Hindoo Government, taxed his 
hege Lords as his neceſſities 
or partialities dictated.— The 
Muſulman Government obſer- 
ved the ſame principles and 
when refractory Zemindars re- 
tuſed the tribute, The Em- 
(601) | peror 


OS 109). If this has failed, then 
why. take for granted his poſ- 
ſeſſing incontrovertable Rights ? 


X23 
es 
i : F 8 7 * 9 
0 1 0 4 
„ 
IP 
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* 


: 2 (110) Were 


Vere 


cidate. 


179 1 


M. Law's Pl AN. 


peror gave the eſtate to a 
favourite Officer who was to 
repay himſelf the expence of 
(110) ſubduing it from the 
produce, | 


The Jaghire, Ultumgau, &c. 
tenures virtually annul (111) 
every right of the Proprietor, 
(112) who in general obtained 

a few villages for the ſupport 
of his Family, when he ſub- 
mitted and paid obeiſance. 


I have learnt from the beſt 


authority that the Patna Coun- 


cil in Mr, Vanſittart's time ſee- 
ing the precarious (113) fitua- 
tion of Zemindars and the 
evil of alienating diſtinct vil- 
lages rent-free, firſt fixed five 
per Cent. upon the produce 
af their eſtates, and afterwards 
finding that the Farmers could 
not raiſe payment by the ſale 
of them, they ultimately de- 
termined the per centage at 
one tenth that the wealthy 
might be induced to purchaſe, 
and enable the Farmers to li- 
quidate their Revenue. 


L ſubmir to ,your- peruſal ſe- 


parate anſwers to each queſ- 


ton, together with the Co- 
pies oſ ſunnuds required from 


the Paro of the Amaunut 


Dufter Which will, further elu- 


I remain: 8 1 e 
Your moſt obedient 
humble ſervant, 
T LAW, Collector. 
Gva, Jaxuary 9, 1788, 
ANSWERS 


REM ARK $i 


M4 Guru > ERA MEND 
WG A UA 00 
by rau! \* 
WY Were the, 
Government ever to, 
knowledge. accuſed, of Fe 
and inverting the nature” 01 


Property? But ant eben, 


his poſition, whence * He- 
reditary Zemundarry ights ? 


(111) Again in contradiction 
to the Hereditary Tenure, 


6565) I ſubirift, Ik, this ſen⸗ 
fence . and the very "of 
roprietor uſed, does not mean 


pro tempore, or, for the 


being. Nothing can deſtroy 
more his unqualified aſſertion, 
of Hereditary Tenure of Rights 


and poſſeſſion in the Zemindar. 
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Mr. LXòW's PLan. 


4LNSFERS of BusrERAM 
DazoGan of the Dufter 
Amaunut to the Qyxsrioxs 
tranſmitted in a Letter from 
the PRESIDENT of the BoARU 
of REvENve, under date the 
abeh November 1787. 


* 

8 , 
» H ? T7 £5» 
1 4 : > 


M. Shore. 0 
- . l 


Wei : & 2 
n 
. ueſtions.. ASL 


* 1 0? 
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* 75 
5 
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.,.aft,; From what, period has 


the Malicannah received by © 


the Zemindars in Bahar been 


, 


\ 
; - 
4 4 
OE ES 
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* S 92 * 1 | k a $ , 9 1 * . 1 
1 \ 5 N 8 0 5 ; 5 ' I " 
a 4 18 5 
Anſwers. 


Wen the Emperors firſt diſ- 


poſſeſſed the Rajahs of Hin- 
doſtan and introduced regula- 
tions for ſettling the Zemin- 
dars after their own: manner, 
(114) they particularly favored 
the Proprietors of the lands, 
and demanded a ſmall ſhare 
of the Revenue; when the 
Country was flouriſhing, the 
Emperors ordered the rents, 
to E collected in proportion 
to the produce and the Ze- 
mindars began to repreſent 
their embarraſſments. In con- 
ſequence of which, it was Gx- 
ed that in caſe the Zemindars 
were incapable of making en- 
gagements, they ſhould receive 
. 5 
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(114) Contradictory to 
Mr. Law's declarat ion in Pa- 
ragraph No. 3 of this very 


Letter wherein he declares 


the Muſſulmen Government 


acted arbitrarily and on no 


principle. But I aver that the 


whole of this is abfurd inde- 


finite, and _ purpoſely compo: 
ſed by the ſaid Darogah. nr 


( 15) Was 


10 
1441 


Was 


(% } 


Ms. Law's Prax. 


an allowance of (115) Malicon- 
nah, but centuries have elapſed 
ſince that period, it is hard to 
compute the number of years, 
or ſpecify names of the Em- 
perors. 10 leit. 


Mr. Shore. 


2d. Do the Proprietors of 


Jaghiers and ultumgaws uni- 
verſally pay to the Zemindars 
Maliconnah, or allow them poſ- 


ſeſſion of Maliconnah land ? 


Mr. Lau. 


The Proprietors of Jaghiers 
and Ultumgaws pay Malicon- 
nah, and ſometimes allow Ze- 
mindars poſſeſſſion of lands, (116) 
and the holders of Aymahs have 
uſually alienated, when they firſt 
got the lands, a portion of them 
as Maliconnah, but ſometimes 
have paid the Zemindars the 
amount in money: the other 


rent-free land-holders grant in 


the ſame manner a proportion 
of lands, and ſometimes an al- 
lowance of money to the Ze- 
mindars. 


. Shore 


Ath. Are there any Zemin- 
dars now in poſſeſſion of lands 
which exiſted as Zemindarry 


before the year 15 50 Eng, ſtyle? 


Mr. 


T 


% a [ 
ö 1 
REM K. 


(115) Was this fixed only 
for Bahar? did Zemindars ex- 
it. in no other Subah? o did 
thoſe in Bahar Ane nder 
the partial conſidè ration 
Emperors How, is it Þ 


that it could be, as. aſſerted, the 


* 


conſtitution. of the . Governments 
and yet to opesze in Bahar 
ene ee wa bevy 


1 


3 


(116) | This compliance, or 
rather complaiſance of the Jag- 


hierdars, Ultumgawdars &c. 


muſt carry an extraordinary ap- 
arance, when Mr. Law ſays 


In his Letter, that à grant of 


theſe' Tenares virtually aunullod 
every right of the Propricter. 
Quere. Were they all ſo amia- 
ble as to cheerfully accede to 
fuch a voluntary e 2 
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„ 276130 1 | * I 
de ' Zethindars have had 
on of their lands for 


centuries, (17/) bur Malicon- 


nat Has not exiſted for ſo long 
a period, Enaum and Nankar 
V 2 have been „eee 
to the ndars for many 
years, but ſohe have been at- 
tached by former Rulers, ſome 
reſumed by the Company, and 
ſome are ſtill retained by the 


Proprietors. 


Mr. Shore. 


oth. You muſt deliver a copy 
of the general form of a grant 
for a Faghier with remarks, 
ipecifying any admitted varia- 
tions from the general rule. 


t 1 
1 4 : ol 
£ \ 
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This will appear from the 
accompanying copy of a Jag- 
hier Sunnud as required, the 
variations which ſubſiſt are as 
follow, ſome grants are reſtrict- 
ed to the death of the Proprie- 
tors, ſome depend on their 
diſmiſſion, (118) and ſome ſpe- 
cify the proviſion of the Royal 
Wardrobe as the condition of 


the tenure. 


In other grants the word 

diſmiſſion &c. is omitted. 
Sometimes the number of 

villages are inſerted, but in 


xætratt 


general they are not mentioned. 


n 

4 aa 
12 113 
2 | 


- (1179) Centuries, A very un- 
ſatisfactory reply, equally vague 
to the aſſertion of the Mali- 
connah exiſtence, | 


& *y a v % 
& FRIHLHEHTTE RA 


(118) Jaghiers are conditional 
or unconditional, whence the 
appellation Muſbrut or Ghyre 
Muſbruts Thus for inſtance, 
where, in the former caſe, ' Jag - 
hiers are attached to offices in 
lien of ſpecific income from 
the Treafury, for to enable the 
Poſſeſſor to — with ſplen- 
8 1 dor 


0 eo 


Mx. Law's PLAN. 


Extract from the Patna 
Conſultations, under date the 
2d. March 1771. 


BV every information we 
ean obtain, the Farmers would 
never be able to adjuſt their 
Rent with the Talookdars un- 
leſs they were indulged with 
the alternative of taking their 
lands under their own manage-_ 
ment, and there is leſs reaſon 
to apprehend any inconvenience. 
from the ſyſtem, becauſe the 


bad debts and expences to 


which they ſubjet themſelves 
by ſo doing, makes them always 
more diſpoſed to come to an 
agreement with the Talookdars 
if they will come to adequate 
Terms; however, if they 2 
prove it, we will in future 

ten per Cent. inſtead of five, 


as the Talookdar's allowance, 
and this we, underſtand to be 


the ancient allowance agreeable 
to the conſtitution of the coun- 
try Government. (119) It is 
true this would occaſion ſome. 
ſmall difference in the amount 
of the Revenue, but the differ- 
ence, we believe, would be 
fully compenſated by the ad- 


dition it would give to the 


value of landed property, and 
the ſecurity which would from 
thence ariſe againſt out- ſtand- 
ing balances, 5 


Extract 


© 2m 


4 Rita. 


dor and becoming "dignity the 
ſtation conferred on him. In 
other caſes it was generally 
as a reward for recognized ſer- 
vices, and as ſuch not deemed 
reſumable. Theſe were by the 
State conſidered as unalienable 


from the tamily for ſucceeding 

erations; as thoſe penſions 
in money granted by the State 
in England, and attached to the 


perſons bearing the immortal 
Titles of „Marlborough and 
Chatham. . 


% 


" (119) If this had been the 
caſe, why. did they not revert 


to it at firſt, why not ſpecify 


inſtances * Why not mention 


when fixed? What era of the 
Country Government? Why 


not tell the Government, in 
Letter Nov. 5th, '1770 that this 


had been their guidance? Advert 
to that Letter, and atiy impar- 
tial reader muſt cenceive. the 
thought and expediency to have 
originated at that moment, 


Ma (129) 


% 


py 
. 1 
— 


— nbc nant, 1 


- — — —— anne. — — Gras ar a wrote 1 
ns 10 Oe Tt Ren ͤ ˙· ng Or . | 


1 
— 


n Wes is 


* 
Sad ary ts 5 


— — le: - > — — — — — na — * k 
y —— } _ — x b — b gn 
—— e — ; > - = 2 — 
6＋— A Innes eee En Eh, —— — Rs 
e 8 2 S 2 — 2 


k Regulation for oblig- 


( 84] 


Mr. Law's PLAN. 
Extract of a Letter from 


the Governor General and 
Council, dated Fort William. 


May 13, "17746 


/ 


ing the Farmers te allow the 
Talbokdars ten per Cent. where 
they ſhall take the Farm into 
their own hands, we ny 
approve of, (120) as it is much 
more juſt and equitable tha 


'S 


7 


(120) Do not the Govern- 


ment's approbation clearly in- 
timate that this was an act ariſing 


the former allowanee. | en their ou conſideration ? 


Extract from the Patna 
Conſultations, under date the 
4th June, 1771. 


IN the future engagements, 
ten per Cent. ſhall be allowed 
to the Talookdars, agreeable to 
your orders, (121) and we pro- 
poſe alſo, if you approve, to 
make them engage that, if the 
Goyernment ſhould think pro- 
per, they. will continue to hold 
their Farms a fourth year on 
the ſame terms as. the third, 
we mean this with a view to 
prevent them from being guilty. 
of exactions in the Pergunnahs 
the third year, on a ſuppoſition 
that they will be no longer 
intereſted in their welfare, 


4 


0 - 


* (121) Here it ſays, alone, 
« agreeable to your orders.“ 
Is it not more than probable, 
that had the Patna Council, or 
the Government been ſenfible 
that ſuch rights exiſted on a 
juſt foundation, they would 
have added in this Letter, after 
the words, © agreeable to your 
orders,” founded on the ancient 
conſtitution of the Government ? 


L 
(122 & 123) 
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Ms. Law's RA NF. * NN el .vM it 
To JOHN SHORE, Eq. -A 8 ON F497 2 f econ: 2 | 
Preſident and Members of the 5 von bona hay 1 
Board of Revenue. inden! 110 n we 
GENTLEMEN, In | 
Tr. has been one of tze das hit 
moſt grateful parts of my dux via ako 
to fulfil your orders by the © © Site a 
ſuggeſtion of any Regulations 7 et nee 


that may occur} for general as 
cals and beanie, „ 
In recommending an altera- 
tion of the preſent, Kiſtbundies, 
to every two months, or fix in 
the. year, I may at one glance 
appear to intrude with a trivial 
amendment, I truſt it will prove 
only inferior to that of forming 
a Mocurrery ſyſtem. The ac- | 
cumulation of accounts and the . 
numerous eſtabliſhments requir- Tees * 
ed are the obvious objections, 
but the evils multiply through 


every gradation, downwards. 


The Collector, from the full 

Moon to the 15th of next 

month, never forbears urgency 

and ſummonſes. The Aumil, to 

avoid the neceſſity of borrow+ 

ing at intereſt from Bankers, | 
never grants delay beyond the a hy 
full Moon, and diſtrains upon | | 
failure; the under Renters, 

therefore, to avert theſe incon- 


veniences, collect from inferior 


Tenants, at fifteen day inſtal- 
ments, or twice every month, 


= 

The expence of Hicarrahs 
to receive petty ſums, and their i F 
| vexatious _ (122 & 123) 
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ut Mr. Law's PLan 

J : vexatious  extortions ſo fre- 

[ quently repeated, depreſs the 
9 4 | oreſt, but moſt induſtrious 


jects. 


their only ſufferings. —They are 
often deprived, by reſtraint, of 
the valuable ſeaſon for culti- 
vation, often prevented from 
zeaping, always obliged to fell 
their grain { 122) diſadvan- 
tageoully ; and hence, too of- 
ten puniſhed and ruined at the 
end of the year, for failures, 
which a little forbearance would 
$ have averted. Even thoſe who 

bf! prove fortunate enough to clear 
themſelves, are obliged to bor- 

row money at intereſt, to (123) 

purchaſe the ſame grain at two 
maund per rupee, for ſowing, 
which they ſold for five maunds, 
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Harpy Bailiffs, and drone 
Uſurers, inſtead of adding to 
the ſtock of uſeful labour, only 
prey upon it. If it is admitted 
that the aggregate profits of 

_ Iaborious individuals conſtitute 
the wealth of a State, Govern- 
ment muſt undeniably loſe be- 
yond calculation over fo exten- 
five a Country yielding onl 
knd Revenue. Self-interef, 
therefore, coincides with hu- 
mamity, to correct a form which 

incurs expences, and creates 
embarraſiments from the high- 
eſt to the loweſt. 


Perhaps the characters and 
furt unes of Farmers prohibit an 
8 extenſion 


Theſe, however, are not 


[(%] 


(122 & 123) Why could not 
r. Law, as Collector or Su- 
Fra ut, avert theſe evils 


imſelf by requiring of his 
Farmer the Nereek (price cur- 


rent for the Revenue in kind 


being delivered) in a proper 


time of the harveſt ? 


Py 


C87 ] 
Mx. LAw's PLAx. 


extenſion of credit, that of two 
months however, does not ap- 
pear to cauſe inſecurity (124) 
of collections, but let me avoid 
deviating from my province, 
which is only to ſubmit for 
the diſcuſſion and determination 
of my Superiors, 


. 1 remain, Gen TLEMENy, | ) 
91 Your moſt obedient wth 
bumble Goran, 
THOMAS LAW, Colleflors 
Gya July 12, 1788. 
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To JOHN SHORE, Ei. 
Preſident and Members of 
the Board of Revenue, 

Fort William, 


- GENTLEMEN, - 


I AM honored with your 
Letter of the 13th April. | 


The Canongoe Officers in 
each Pergunnah will at preſent 
{ſerve to demonſtrate the mea- 
ſarement and name of each 
village, (125) as alſo the for- 
mer Jummah, either by old 
records, or copies in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Heirs or Purebaſers 
which are preſerved by them 
merely as title deeds, to receive 
the ſalaries and lands annexed to 
the office, Upon 


REMARKS. 


(24) I apprehend, where a 
moderate Farm is granted ſe- 
curity may be always obtained 
for the Farmer's engagements 3 
conſequently that » inſecurity» 
perhaps, exiſts not: and where 
miſmanagement was complained 
againſt and embezzlement ap- 
prehended, the certain and legal 


remedy to avert: ; the; conic, 
quences, was by deputing a 
Sezawul, 
2 P9070 $07 WER DST) 
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(rag) In another place he 
ſays, theſe Officers are totally 
ufeleſe, 1 cot ane e 


(126) 


Mx. Law's PiA. 


VUpon our firſt acquiſition of 
the ny, theſe Offices were 
requiſite ees; but upwards 
af twenty yu being now 
elapſed, rights are aſcertained 
in the Adawlut by length of 
oſſt | Os aan be 
ced on any Canongoe reports, 
Lim is the Office, | at preſent, 
of any real ſervice, (£126) NS 


9 


carried away the proceedings 
ſince our Government, ſo that 
every regulation and order to 
them during the Patna Coun- 
cil, can only be found in the 
Perſian Dufter, or in the Eng- 
liſh Proceedings. | . 


The only mode to remedy 
theſe abuſes which occurs to 
me, is to appoint the Aſſiſtant 
under each Collector, to be in 
the character of Company's 
Attorney, to proſecute or de- 
fend every ſuit; (127) thus a 
cauſe is regularly proceeded in, 
and finally adjuſted; either 
party may appeal. In ſhort, b 
ſuch a ſyſtem, every right will 
be gradually aſcertained and 
recorded; but at preſent the 
Company muſt ſufter, or their 
Subjects, whilſt the Calletor 


My ſentiments upon this fy 
Je will appear at large in 
my eorreſpondence with Mr. 
Buſhby. 


| I have 
i F 


The Farmers have always 


is: both: . | 


” 


[88 ] 


(126) 1 deny this Where 
the Collector has been inſtru- 
mental to preſerve and enforce 
the due execution of their Of- 


fice, their reports may be of 


great ſervice aud may be relied 


* * 
9 
* 


* 
A; 


(127) Quere. Will nat the 
3 conceive that the Col- 
ector's Aſſiſtant, bound under 
no oath, or raſtriction, but, 
evidently, the more he reſumes, 
the more it is ſuppoſed his 
labour. wauld be entitled to 
praiſe, would decide agreeably 
to the Collector's idea of the 
bare of the reſumption? 

here, therefore, the benefit. 
of appeal? And who would 
proſecuta, on a; likelihood only 


ok entailed encremſed;expence ?' 
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Mr. Law's Pl AN. 


I have written for the State- 


ments of the Canongoe allow- 
ance, which are not yet all 


received, and I truſt that this 


will excuſe my delay. 
"oY remain, GENTLEMEN, 
Voour moſt obedient 
humble ſervant, 0 


THOMAS LAW, Collettor, 


Gray April 1787. 


3 SHORE, Ba. 


Preſident and Members of - 


Board o KA Revenue, 
Fort liam. 


GENTLEMEN, 


„ - AVAILING myſelf of 
the firſt rains, to viſit the weſt- 
ward divifion of my diſtrict to 
promote the cultivation, I took 
that opportunity alſo, to aſcer- 
tain the truth of reports reſpect- 


ing the capital Mart, “ Da- 


oodnagur,” and found that 
many Merchants had abſcon- 
ded through the diſtraction and 
extortion of more than a dozen 
Collectors of duties; each heir 
of the Jaghier having a ſeparate 
ſervant for his ern 


The Government muſt ſuffer i 
very much in its internal trade, 
wg ie enlarged policy of an- 

nihilating. 


1 [EI "+ 


1 18 | | (228) | 


[99 ] 


M. Law's PLAN. 


RE MARK S8. 


nihilating Cufom-honſe duties be 


greatly obviated. 


Some regulations appear re- 


quiſite for the internal Gunges 
in alienated tenures; or they 
might be purchaſed (128) to 
the advantage of Government 
zn every ſenſe. | 


Thoſe markets which are in 
Nezamut lands, might at this 


criſis be modified and ſeparated 


from the farms, inſtead of be- 
ing lumped to the Aumil (129) 
with his other revenue; for 
any alleviation of rates will oc- 
caſion a claim of deduction— 
although the collections may 
actually encreaſe; for it has 


been proved that Cuſtom-houſe 


Arithmetic is often paradoxical. 


My arrangement in the town 
of Bahar, has been ſo ſucceſs- 
ful in ſuppreſſing robberies, and 
promoting the reſort of Beo- 
paries, (130) without any ex- 

nce of Government, the 
eſtabliſhment being more than 
defrayed by accumulating re- 
ceipts : and the general ſubject 
appears of ſuch magnitude, that 
I hope it will juſtify this in- 
truſion. | | 
; I remain, SIR, 


Your moſt obedient 
humble ſervant, 


THOMAS LAW, Collector. 


Gy a, Fuly 26, 1788. 
q | Queſtions 


15 


(128) Here the word 
forced and ſeized from the 
Proprietors, ” inſtead of pur- 


chaſed, would have been more 


applicable to the mode of ad- 
vantages propoſed. 


18 K 


(129) Equally ſo here, if 
lumped to the Aumil; for the 
Zemindars, in theſe duties of 
Sayr, poſſeſſed actual r:ghts. 


8 


. (130) The levy of theſe very 
duties. went purpoſely for the 
protection of the Merchanss* 
goods againſt robbers, as well 
as the duty of Mutharifa went 
to defray their local place for 
ſhelter to the goods whilſt in 
the market for ſale. I do 
not therefore comprehend what 
other arrangement could tend 
in à greater. degree to the 
ſuppreſſion of robberies, or pro- 
moting the reiort of the Beo- 
paries. (Traders, Grain- mer“ 
chants) ; ' 
a 44 . n 


(139) 
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Mx. LAW's PLAN. 


Queſtions from the Board 
| of evenue. 


; 3d. That when the grants 
ſpecify a quantity of land leſs 
than ten Begahs and ſuch land 
is bona fide-appropriateg; to; the 
maintenance of Brahmins or 


other teligious or charitable 
purpoſes it be not ſreſumed 


without a previous report there- 


on and orders iſſued in conſe- 
QUENCE, # 1 N % YT IT ! * F 8 
| F 33&0-.d { 0 


ee en dor 
, \ : Mr. Law. 
zd. Unobjettionable, (131) 


Board of Revenue. 
„ (C 238). The following regn- 


lations regarding Maliconnah 


lands, relate excluſively to the 
Soubah of Bahar in which 
alone this tenure exiſts, 


x Fiksx. e 
That 17 grants for Malicon- 
nah land ſhall be deemed yalid, 
excepting ſuch as may have 


been made or confirmed by 


the Supreme Authority of the 
country: that is the Governor 
General and Council, for the 
time being. 


Mr, Law. 
Vnobjectionable. 


B oard 
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(131) How came Mr. Law 
then to ſay that thoſe very 
religious donations and ſources 
were nee Vide Letter Oct. 
4th, 1718. 
| HIRE, © Rien | l 
(zz) By this 1s. it nat. plai 
that this Tenure. 1 


only. with the Tan een 
for if it had been agreeably to 
the ancien conſtitution of. Geo- 
werument, , What poſſible reaſon 
can be given, that, it mould not 
equally have had exiſtence. as 
well in Bengal as in Bahar, 


L334 5 SEVA 


1 } t1 
FP 9 
nn \ * 1. 


HTA 


417 X 111 F 
4 ni. * 5 


(139 


* 1 7 : : ) o 1 7 
4903 10 zusmegrasm 
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SECOND. 
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That any Aumil, 1 i 
or others, in future making 


re 
— =o nd od en tree os 
ps — 


ands, ſhall forfeit five rupees 
for every Begah fo granted, 


«5: 
— e * 8 


Mr. Law; 


- One-balf pho AE ETSY to 
the Informer, for reaſons a- 


bore mene 
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That when a, ſettlement is 
3nclud ed with any Zemindar 
1751 f the rents — 5 Zemindätty, 
Noh to be u 155 as ma. K 

thi 5 Ze Fro up- 

Uitable Run 


with 5 an bo 34) 
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Macon 


1 x 
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Mr. Les. 
wh, jectionable. ; 


Board of Revenue, 
Four. 


The Zemindars, not having 
the management of their own 


——ůůůů — — — IN — 


nts (133) of Maliconnah 


= la aas 5 
Cet) 


: FE 98J 


4 15 flat 


(13 30 6 Er PW 
eden the right of him as a 
hereditary Proprietor you at once 


take it from him. If it is his 


private Effate, and, in the event 
of his not chooſing to hold it in 
Farm, has he not every right to 
diſpoſe of the tenth part in it? 
For have you not recognized 
this right as inherent, in de- 
fault of his not delivering his 
engagement of Reuter for ſuch 


lands. 


(134) This co e with 
.my obſervation, cr a Zemin- 


dar's, engagements 882 me 


. e Wit xi the 


Malicotmah.) 9 
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tands are, as at preſent agree- nx | a on 1 
able to the conſtitution of the . Yelp 2 ao A © | 
Soubah, ( 135) to receive an "7 _ Specify under | f 

F | 


LL 
* 2 L 
_— OY 


Maliconnah on the net Jummah what ground &c. &. and do 
of the Zemindarry. | not aſſume general poſitions 
| 8 a 2 i= "ft 

| lity of proof. Although it is . - 

Mr. Law. worthy here to bir tha 1 

3 the language is changed, 1 
Unobjectionable. inſtead I Aying a 8 to i 

| : : the - conflitution- of tte Govern- 

In reply to your queſtions, , it ſays © only,/i\agreeably 
Gentlemen, RG the quan- to the conſtitutioni i yo 
tity of land recoverable, I muſt iz. Bahar. 
acknowled my inability to e enn fi Ix: 37 


+ 7 


form an eſtimate; alſo of tbjꝗee : „„ 5 bt 


S. KAnn TL 


. i $13 

E probable amount of the alien M 207 fatty 
h ations given up, by the lim: ont itt. 691 
* 4 3 in the ſecond general hn it 45h Toft ie, e 
icle. 2110 1b Gres iin et ee 


In England the 2 voib lch lieg ved) 0 4 
admitted, that poſſeſſion is a goo, 0 33 
? title (1 36) till @ ſuperior one is (136) This is puerile and un 
pf ; 14 Worthy, of Mr. Law. For ig this 
* proved, elſe, all ſecurity 0 far title. 65 mar int alone confſned 
- be loft by inveſtigation of titles. to England ? FATTEE 310 BOOUES IT 
The. Natives cannot pretrnmũm̃ ę—̃˙nł 
th an objection to Government's in 33 
1 recovery of its rights by legal + (137) T never yet heard of 
ne proce /s, (137) and I am ſcon- edle 2 x5 | 
ne vinced, that whilſt more is ob- r r "Goes 
; tained, gradual and formal „ a... 17 24 10 00 
reſumptions, the rules will be N m. te» „ 


25991 10 gong: 


a moſt gratefully received. ; 
| A l | C 
TI remain, GENTLEMEN, 1 * : x 4 1713 144 $335333 Z3 
x 2 4 \- — > 5 7 5 U 7 * 


Your moſt obedient . 2 - 15 E int nog > 5-1 


humble ſervant, n eee 45 : ; Vi nan r 
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Aa! Tas Pfl. 


To n. COWPER, E/. 
Ain 725 0 NG 1 
bers; ard of Revenue, 

| ban William. rv 


* * 


I& 3713 
. K IO vr 


1 AM. 3 jr hos your: 
euer of; the -2oth. ultimo.“ 115 


N I reſpect. to new 46x06; 
the, Zemindats and Farmers 
cannot have impoſed any, as 
1 ſhould not fail to have a 
complaint immediately. which 
would be redreſſed by damages 
againſt the Farmer: one or 
two inſtances at firſt occurred 
but when the Farmers found, 
that for the extortion of one 
Rupee they paid 8e they 


ſoon deſiſted. ) 
$43 0 * V 
4 * Kg n ward to wa! Po 


prefſions of Farmers I was at 
embacraſſed, for every inno- 
vation of predeceſſors was plead- 
ed as a cuſtom, and the en- 
ga $, between upper and 
under Renters, were draw 
out ſo ambiguouſly, that plau- 
ſible pleas were urged for ſub» 
lequent extortion. 


I had the honor to addreſs 
vou under date the 31ſt Aug. 
1785, upon this ſubject; and 
permit me to encloſe a copy, 
as explanatory of the meaſures 
adopted, to remedy the fore- 

oing evils. Every thing now 
Feng ſimplified, oppreſſion is 
eaſily 
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of your letter, 


Ms. Lay:s PLAN. 
detected and puniſhed, a few 


examples /xfficed, and parties 


became attentive to engage- 


ments when they conld not in- 
fringe what they had ſigned. 


In this confidence the Tenants 
cultivate with induſtry and pay 
punctually. The Aumils alſo, 
leeing an unproving Country 
will not riſk the loſs of it by 
withholding their Kiſts,—( In- 
ſtalments) ( 138 


In conformity to your or- 
ders, I have immediately re- 
plied to the firſt part, and I 
will - hereafter $i our in- 
ſtructions upon fle other points 


J remain, STR, 


+ Your moſt obedient N f 
humble ſervant. 
THOMAS LAW, Collefog, 


Gra, the 715 March, 1987, 
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(138) Read the whole of the 
agraph, and contraſt it with 
Letters dated 12th Jan. 1 1 
and 11th Now. 1788, in ulli 
every thing was repreſented to 
be in ruin, and à new ſyſt 
abſolutely neceſſary to the on 
ot promoting indultry, creating 
future confidence, and enſuring 


the permanency of the Com- 


pany's Government: yet every 
thing was ſimplified and flou- 
riſhing, by his account in March 
17873 and it is but fair to ſu 

poſe that Mr. Law would with 
it, beyond a doubt, to be eſtab. 
liſhed that, from Vm that pe- 


riod to thoſe of his Letters, in 88, 


his own diſtrict, at leaſt, had been 


Hill more i Whence, 


therefore, the abſolute neceſ- 
ſity of ſo total a change at theſe 


recent periods, as is ſo feelingly 


deſcribed in. thoſe epiſtolary 
productions of Mr. Law's, of 
modern date? 


4 
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Mr. Law's PLAN. RE MAR E 8, 
1 Extraft of a Letter to | 
OT TEE EES 2d nn Pn 
Preſident and Members of _ (1 + lr ain 
the Caleutta Committee of / | CO 
| Revenue. 
IT need not be obſerved, tat [UE 4 
the inhabitants from ſuch tree t Ini. 
8 they 2 ww 4 * 0 | 
| compacts were not _infringed, þ 
__ would wee ly give Caboolyats x 
1 and'as the improved! ciiltiva- 
=_ tian 2 N a- a | 
IM proportionable incteaſe; feemg 
| the preſent plan, engagetnents n ods 051 ; 
| ate farce meant (139) to de (739) Strange declaration 
| abided by, even at the moment this! It would appear to thoſe 
1 of being entered into. ' not knowing Mr. Law, as if * 
1 ER AS the Cabooleats had been exa#ed 2 
iN A petty Farmer knows that in his (Mr. Law's) diſtrict by 
1 à Caboolyat is 'a mere induce- his Farmers or Aumils, —But 1 
4 medit for him to cyltivate, and what an argument does he fur- 5 
144 2 when his grain is ripe ad- niſh here in favor and ſupport of 0 
1 ditional ceſſes will be undoubt- the Farming Syſtem, and pre- t. 
1 edly laid upon him. The petty ſerving the 4 or Sove- 0 
1 farmer therefore being aware reign's rights, in the future 4 
= of the artifice and re olved to hope of deriving an encreaſe g 
1 Uhude it, gives a Caboolyat, and from their lands, arifing from A 
1 agrees afterwards (140) to juſt principles and wiſe rules 7 
1 the ceſs, but when he has cut eſtabliſned, whence the people 
| 1 tis cotn dow n, to avoid the im- will be equally happy. 1 40 
= pending conſequences he re- py 
| | moves with as. much as he can (140) How could this hap- 4 
"F | to another pergunnah and there pen when the Collector was on 
+ next year practices a fimilar the ſpot, to immediately in- 
. conduct. terpoſè and prevent ſuch hein- | 
id | ous practices. | | T 
4 This though not univerſally, 5 
_—_ is I fear, too generally the caſe 2 
N in theſe days. The progreſs 82 
161 of this ſubject naturally brings I 
1 me to ſubmit it to your conh- N 
j deration (141) * 


141) * 


91. 


Mz. Law's PLan. 


oy 


deration, whether ſome form 
for engagements alſo might not 


be adopted with ſucceſs, and 
prove of great advantage to te 


parties. 


All Cabooleats and Kiſt- 
- bundies are ordered to be at- 


teſted by the Cauzy and Canon- 
goes; this order is not however 
adhered to or rendered futile by 
the Aumils who have brought 
theſe Officers to a ſtate of de- 

ndancy by ſeizing (141) their 
— and privileges, when- 


ever they refuſe to ſerve their 


unjuſt purpoſe, 


The Aumil ſhould give re- 
ceipts without fail for the kiſts 
as they are paid, nnder his 
ſeal and ſignature, and by no 
means evade it on occount of 

retended deductions, account 
of Tullubaneh or other pre- 
tence ; as all diſputes and claims 
of deductions ſhould be ſettled 
at the end of the year and a 
general diſcharge given by the 
Aumil. (142) 


The following tranſlates of 
advertiſements have given great 
confidence and will be attended 


with beneficigl conſequences. 


« Notice is hereby, given, 
wheteas,the Ryots complain of 
the Aumils taking Abwabs or 


ceffes over and above their en- 


gagements the amount of which 
are indeterminate, and diſputes 
and references to Government. 

| 8 ar:ſe 


ariſen intuitively in Mr. 


* RN N A RFV I 


r ' . o 
* . 1 844 12 1 * 
L, hey 1194 1 28 4 
: * 
'4 11 17 1 Saar! 
£ $ T4 1 LEE” . 5 


2 = 
"* 


113 Gas 074208] | 
(141) Here/again, where was 
the Collector, to ſuffers ſuch 
practices? ach bind ie 
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(142) Surely no occaſion oft 
pointing out for, apparently 
what is meant as a general 
rule, what every Collector, after 
being one month in office, muſt 


have naturally directed. and of 


courſe, enforced. But really, 
from the, ſtrange tenor of ſe- 
veral of theſe hints and recom- 
mendations, the unbiaſſed'read- 
er would be led to ſuppoſe that 
all Revenue knowledge had 
. 


Noone (143) 
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Mr. LAW's PAN. 


ariſe therefrom, 18 to 
the Revenues and w 


ments, the words Abwab 
Mamooly ” cuſtomary ceſſes, 
which are not explicit, the 
Ryors et knowing what pay- 


ments me to be made at the 


cloſe of the ycar and ſince 


Government are deſirous of 


protecting renters. 


« This is to give notice, that 


if from the commencement of 


the year 1193 Fuſſily any Aumil 
or Zemindar ſhall rent a Farm 
or Teka, to any individeal 
whomſoever, he muſt inſert in 
the engagements, a ſtatement 
of the ceſſes and whatever is to 
be paid in the courſe of the 
year, and the word Mamooly 
(or cuſtomary) which is quite 
yague, muſt not be ever inſer- 
ted whoever upon proof, ſhall 
be found to have deviated from 
this ordinance will only be en- 
titled to the Mal or Revenues 
pecified and not to any Abwabs 
or Ceſſes. (143) | 


I remain, SI R, 


Your moſt obeitient 
| bumble ſervant, 
THOMAS: LAW, Collabor. 
Gra, Auguft 32, 1785, 


Extracts 


ereas the 
Aumils inſert in their engage- 
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(143) Where is the merit 
aſſumed in this? In the Ca- 
nongoe, or regiſter Office, tha 
Abooabs Mamooly were, to my 
knowledge, ever particularized, 
and the We knew them full 
as well as the Farmer, who 
required them. —If any differ- 
ence therefore occurred between 
the Farmer and Ryot, a ſimple 
reference to the Canongoe, or 
even his (Morier) Deputy wag 
full ſafficient, and, I apprehend, 


ever practiſed to guide the 


judgment 
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220 den the tree, and then 
Cre. "the fruit“. This is n 


enz of BORE; ee 
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F. An u deſporic Gelben 
8 N none that labours more 
under its own weight Ban that 
avberein the Prince declaves him- 
elf P roprietor gf, all the lands, 
and heir to all his : ſubjetts. 
Hence the neglect of "agricul-" 
ture, ariſey:,and' if the prince 
intermeddles Tikewife in trade, 
Mal manner of e isruined. 
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- Judgment whether the Cee age 
puted, was included in the c 
' tamary: ones of the Perguanah., 
in which the, 'diſpute origina - 
1 Such references, orders... 
' QT ſuggeſtions, gare really, .t99;; 
; to merit approhtio 
I have not a 


Collector, of all ſuch ho — 3 
- been. guided! hy this obvious 
lune of conduct, that has tho ht 


= if of pluming on ſuch barren ſoil. 
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CUMIN Inne 
157 Theis ; quotationy, . 1 
ap rehend, are introduced. F 
048 coronat opus. ut 
with be bold eno to declare 
- that they are equally wild and 
inapplicable to India, as 1 
am ſorry to obſerve the whole 
of the Syſtem | is incoherent. 
and in ſeveral parts,  manifettly, 
py rr ane '0 Dig 239 of 
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place finics;that diſaſtrous period; and the philanthropic reader 
_ 'Feflet© with a ſigh on ſo total an inverfion of property. 
6 


and rights fulfilled, and where ng cauſe gf eur during 
the Occupant's life-time had occurred to ccaſion his ejectment, 


paſs from their hands, into thoſe of the Banians, or monied 


trations ? Was Government, g 
We Haine Was Property, unde 
erk, an with the natives 6 Ip 

þ . oY d 


to be given, of tte möſt . experi; need lo 
branch of the Honorable Company's, affair 


regret cannot be excited that ſo lipnarab 


I am 


14A 


11 


pon now tb enten upon the: laſt taſk; 
which I have aſſigned to myſelf in the 
courſe: of this: Work, anch this reſts in ny 
ideas reganding a better mode of admi- 


| niſterinig Duties aud conduAing the Re- 


Nast of the Stave: whurnt we: givers: 
LHEDLOTHG Lf '$ 

Wah gb this Giſt, 1 nt. e 
ever the ſituation of myſelf and other 
civib Servants} dependent on the Com- 
pany for employment, Will, materially, be 
affected thereby propoſe the entire abo- 
lition of the: City, or County Courts of 
Appeal and Cirenit, maintained at an 
immoderate expence, and, in my opini- 
on, enecreafing only the litigation, and; 
conſequently, the- coſts & the CORPS 
ants. * | 3 

I would hambly FIR, that a Board 
of Appeal "on, e this,” not for any 
cauſes under one chouſand Secca Rupees, 
thowld be inſtituted at the Preſidency, 
in the fame manner as the 999 —. 
Boards of Revenue and Trade, and com- 
poſed of the oldeſt Servant, beſt verſed" 


in 


* x 
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in the Perſian and other languages of 
the Country; and their determination 
ſabje& to the confirmation of the ſu- 


preme Board, on an abſtract of the cauſe 
being laid before them, with the Board's 


reaſons detailed for reviſion or approba- 
tion of the Moffufil Judge's original 
award. This can eaſily be compiled by 


the Regiſter to the Board of Appeal, 
Who will, of courſe, be ſelected from 


the ableſt ofrthe Servants; /cand' who will 


have a dozen competent Aſſiſtanta of 


covenanted Servants like wiſe, to 1 uns 


ay him 1 in this fa 5 . 188477 
1 « 30 II 9812 15 lf 


The _ of the preſident of / this Board 0 610 10 

Secca Rupees per Annum '—, — 60,900 
The Salary of three Members, at 50, 00 Rupees | 
each — 180, o 
The, Salary. of the Regiſter -. —— * 
Fo Salary of the four eldeſt Aſfiſtants to be 

1200 Rupees each per Month; total, for the 

"Toner, per Annum . 
The Salary of the four next Aſfiſtants to be 

800 Rupees per il total, for the four, 1 
per Annum — 5 650 
The Salary of the Poker Imai junior Aſſiſtants, to be 

500 Rupees per Month: total, for the four, n 

per Annum — 2, ooo 


Expence for Cazecs Muffties, Mews, Pundits, ; - 
Nazer, and other Men, attached neceſſarily D: 


to the truſt, ſay — — m $0,900 


. 8500 


2 K A +: 


915 


8 8 
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The preſent expence of the City Courts of Appeal 
and Circuit, I ſtate at Secca Rupees per Annum 160,000 
Conſequently, for five, viz. Bahar, Patna, Mo- 


arſhed: a Dacca, and Calcutta, there would 
| * a faving yearly 190 Secca 185 755 — 800,000 


55 Independent of a Conkids sable diet 
tion in the vaſt conſumption of Stationary 


which is expended in the tranſlation of 
the Decrees, appealed from the City 


Courts to the Governor- general in Coun- 
cil, fitting in Sudder Dewanny Adau- 
lut, and theſe, with few exceptions, will 
be found invariable, where the Decrees, 
iſſued in prima facie by the Provincial 
Judge, have been appealed to the revi- 
fon of the City Courts. 


_ Equally, will chis decreaſe in the de- 
mand of this article, (Stationary) extend 
to the Provincial Judge's Office from the 
mode which I propoſe for regulating 
hereafter the proceſs to be obſerved, in 
regard to forwarding the Proceedings of 
any Suit, where the Parties have declar- 
ed themſelves diffatisfied with the ori- 


ginal Award. 
And 
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And this is by requiring of the Ap- 
pellant to ſtate in his petition for Appeal 
which, of courſe, muſt invariably be 
granted, his reafons for appealing ; and 


| if {tin&ly to ſpecify whether it is founded 


on a miſinterpretation of the Hindü, or 
Mahomedan Law; or Whether, in his 
opinion, ariſen from undue "the in the 
Judge. This, with a clear and conciſe 


abſtract of the. Cauſe drawn up by the 


Regiſter under his ſignature, and fealed 


by - judge, accompanied by the Judge's 


decree,. amply detailing on what ground 
he had afligned the Right conteſted, to 
exiſt either in the Plaintiff or Defendant, 


will, immediately, lead to enable the Board 
of Appeal to form their judgment whence 


the Caufe for reference to their inveſti- 


gation has originated. If the latter caſe, 


which, I ſhould truſt for the honor of 
the Servants, veſted with ſuch high truſts, 
will never occur, the Proceſs eta de 
only fonce the If. of May, 1793 is defi- 
nite; for, in Article the 12th of the Ju- 
dicial Regulations enacted on that day, it 
expreſſes 


— 
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expreſses, that in caſe of a charge of 
Malverſation againſt a Judge, the accu- 
ant is to give ſecurity to three times che 
amount ſtated in the accuſation, 1 in order, 
the ſaid ſum may be forfeited in damages 


or compenſation, where the fact is not 


ſubſtantiated by evidence. Now, as I ra- 
ther conceive ſuch a proceſs 1 may fruſtrate 
the ends of Juſtice | inſtead of romoting 
it as muſt be wiſhed; I would , humbly, 

propoſe, ſuch a clauſe to be aboliſhed ; 

for, in my idea no damages, be their ex- 
tent however great, can enter into com- 
penſation Wich! the feelings of any Europe- 
an Judge for ſo heinous à charge given in 
againſt his adminiſtration by a native of 
India, nor could, from the known natu- 
ral propenſities of the latter, the European 
character ſuffer from the Reſult of an? 

enquiry, which, in its elucidation, would 
redound ſo Much i his credit. In lieu 
thereof, I would recommend that the 
puniſhment for ſuch an enormity might 
lay, ſolely, in the diſcretion and Dy) 
of the Governor General in Council who 


O would 


[166] 


would naturally conſider the relative ſitu- 


ation of ies and determines accor- 
= 0 nes ovig ol ei 


But, as it may not be ee fair ta 
provide tor one caſe, and leave out the 
other, I am reludtantly compelled to Hate, 
ſhould, ſuch a flagrant. act attach on Eng- 
liſh Juriſprudence, no puniſhment, which 
could be deviſed, can be thought adequate 
to the offence. Inſtantaneous, diſmiſſion, 
therefore, after conviction, not only from 
office, but from the ſervice, ſo far, as the 
pewers of Government in India, permit, 
and the ſpeedieſt order enforced to cauſe 
an embarkation of the party to Europe. 
But, all this, not without the previous 
forms having been gone through, and 


without which, indeed no proceſs againſt 
the individual can be 2 for his cove- 


nants, in caſes of averre criminality, ſe- 
cure to him poſitive Rights. in the mode 


of enquiry. preparatory to Trial; and, not 


only hs covenant for the due 5 © ee al 


of which by the contracting parties, ſecu- 


rity 


2 As. © OO” © ne | ad at. at EE hed 


rity is exacted, bit the Repulatory P71 of 
Parliametit, and: the honorable 4 om ny. $ 
own order, for the guidance of their Go- 
vernments abroad expreſſly enjoin the 
due obſetvance. The Foojedarty Adau- 


lut (Court of criminal Turifdiction) to be 


equally veſted in the European Judge, 
aftiſted with. competent native Officers 
verſed in the Mahomedan and Hindi 
Codes of criminal Law, and under ts 
ſuperintendance of the ſame Board of aj 

peal inſtituted at the Preſidency; with the 

exception, that in no inſtance ſhall the 
Judge have in his power the carrying in- 
to execution, ultimately, any ſentence pro- 
nounced by him, where the Culprit 1 is ad- 


Judged to be deſerving of death; however 


that ſentence, which in all caſes it muſt 
be ſuppoſed to have been, was ſanctioned 
previous to being iſſued, by either the 
Mahomedan or Hindu Fo. 5 70 as being 
conſonant to their reſpective Laws. 


Whencdet therefore, , 189 life of the 


Perſon mculpated 18 declared to be for- 


O02 feited 
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ceedings. 
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| feited, an abſtract of the trial, together 
with the 1 udge's ſentence, at full length 


to be drawn up by the Regiſter under his 
ſignature, and with the Court's ſeal, to be 


tranſmitted - to the Board of Appeal for 


the eventual determination of the Gover- 


nor general in Council, without whoſe ex- 


preſs mandate, in the reſult of Trials de- 
nounced capital, no legal puniſhment, final- 
ly, to enſue : And, further, the culprit to 
be called upon in open court to give in 
writing, or _aflign verbally, why ſentence 
ſhould not paſs againſt him, or, otherwiſe, 
fignify his acquiſcence to the juſtice of it, 
ſubmitting his fate to the Governor-ge- 


neral in Council's mercy; and either 


of theſe documents to be forwarded in 
equal manner with the reſt of the pro- 


o 


In all other matters falling under the 
Judge and Magiſtrate s cognizance, his de- 
termination to be final without the ne- 
ceſſity of any reference, nor of any month, 
ly proceedings being forwarded, which 


could 
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could only tend to ſwell: the records: and 
create unneceſsary trouble. For thereſpon- 
ſibility annexed. to the office commands 
a proportionate degree of confidence: and 
where this was abuſed, and ſpecial plaint 
occur, the ſame proceſs would be obſer- 
ved as laid down in civil judicial procee- 
dings, and a ſimilar reference could, e- 
qually, be attained from the records kept 
in the office, and depoſited and ſealed 
up as ſacred archives every month, under 
the Judge's ſignature and ſeal, together 


with the Regiſter's and thoſe of tbe aſh- 
ſtant's in the Judge's and Magiſtrate's:de- 


partment, declared and certified, upon 


honor, to be perfectly correſpondent with 


the daily occurrences in that mondh. 
"The ſy 1 fou the W of the 
Police, as was inſtituted when the Ze- 
mindars were releaſed from their care, vi- 
gilance, and reſponſibility in its preſer- 
vation, and, in their ſtead, Tannahdars, 
under an expenſive eſtabliſhment, ap- 
a by Government, to be totally 
done 


0 J 


done away, and tlie ancient ſyſtem reſtored 


in its fulleſt extent; whereby Zemindars, 
conformable to the expreſs clauſe and 
tenure of their Offices will, again, become 
anſwerable ;| and in order, more effec- 
tually; to conduce in their ability to 

maintain the fame, by ſecuring the ſafety 


of the Roads and Markets to Travellers 


and Merchants with their goods, a certain 
tax under proper reſttictions to be allowed 
to be levied for the benefit of the Zan 

dat, under the denomination of Rhatlarce 
and Ghauthhndee, in confideration'' of 
which the ſaid Zemindars will be bound 
to have at all places; where requiſite, pro- 
pet ferry Boats for the conveyance" of 
goods and paſſengets, with ſheds in the 
different Markets within their Precincts, 
to ſhelter: goods expoſed for open ſale to 
the iticlemency of the Blements with 
Passbuns, or guards to enſure them a- 


gainſt the cu b pane by 


n. _ Df 17 
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vl 1 am ubw to rerun. to pi Subjest 'of 
Revenue, 


[an] 


Revenue, and on this as my Data, 
as it may appear, IT haut only to rar. 
duce a poſition of Mr. Eaw's o- 
Vide Page 96 of this printed work and 
beginning in Letter to the Preſident and 
Members of the Boaid of Revenue. It 
need not be obſetved that ile inlabi- 
«© tanto, from ſuch treutment where they 
found that compacts were not infrin- 


'% ged, world readily grue Cabooleatsj and, 


. a. they' improved "cultroation chearfully 
440 acquie 725 in a fro hortronable encreaſe, 
9 r ther advantage thereby. On the 
An n eng nts are ſcarce 

meant to be abided by, even at the mo- 
6. ment (130) of "being entered n 


\ IV \ p 70 


4 Remark in nog to this f is in "the 
ſari page, and not to give the reader the 
trouble of referring thereto I ſhall here in 
ſert it at length. Remark 1390 Strange 
& declaration this! it would appear to 
« thoſe not knowing Mr. Law, as if the 
©. Cabooleats had been exatted in his 
& (4 Mr Law' ) Diſtrict by his Farmers 

80 OT 
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64 or Aumils. But what an argument 
does he furniſhi here in favor and ſup- 
e port val 2 Farmitig ſyſtem, and fre- 
«ſerving he Gro tb or Soveremns 
6 ee in 2 Future hofie of dertveing an 
s 'encreaſe 1 dein 3 ariſing from juſt 
% hrincifles and [wiſe | racles eſtabli ed, 
iulere the 8 1wll be un 9 hapfiy, I 
effi JOa „„ 

Rut, if the: Hſien Rill exiſts. of n= 
ing the cultivators of the ſoil, and to prefer; 
for Revenue engagements, the Zemin- 
dars, decninę liem Lords of hereditary 
Eftates, and, indeed, under all other con- 
ſiderations 8 the true one, viz. that of 
their being only Occuſiants, and under cer- 


tain conditions, Overſeers of the Revenue 
within their baundaries, with other clauſes 


attached to their offices, and for which 
the: Rights of Sayr duties were permitted 


and fixed; and equally the alienation of 
Manar villages to the Zemindar, for the 


immediate ſubſiſtence of his family, ¶ Man 
being the fignification for Bread, and Kar 
the reaſon, motive of its allotment) 1 

EG would 


boy — Re . — „ LM alc aw let. rt > 


KO” 
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would propoſe, veyettheleſs, ** re- 
ſtrictions to leſſen, as much as poſſible, the 


evils and loſs to the State, of this oY 


"PIPE and ruingus en. aB 5. 
: 04 


„Theſe ſhould be, —ito let the; lands, at 

a fair rate annually; but ſubject to con- 
firmation to the ſame Holder, on the ſame 
rent for, five years, upon an annual Nu- 
zeränäh to the State, p roportioned to the 
value of the Farm, and paid in token of 
reſpect and acknowledgment of favor con- 
ferred, and never depriving the Zemin- 
dar or Holder of the Farm, during the 
faid period of five years, of a ſubſequent 
year's leaſe, if the preceding ones, id eſt, 
firſt, frond third and fourth, have been 
regularly and punctually fulfilled by him: 
and, moreover, always giving him a pre- 
ference on a renewal of the next five. 
years; and ſo on, for the next ſame given 
periods ad infinitum. The ſaid Lands 
never to be ſubjected to any encreaſe 
whatſoever, during the ſaid ſtated period 
of Hi years; but the moment chat the 
| P | expirations 


1114 

expirations: of ier periods occurred, 

be ſubjected to a new leaſe under it 
Stovills At bind gel and to ſuch an 
encreaſe as may be thought fit and expe- 
dient, but conditionally, that the Zemin- 
dar or Holder, and Farmer of ſuch Land, 
to the induſtry of whoſe tenants and good 
management the propoſed enereaſe will 
be owing, ſhall benefit in the proportion 


of one- third, and the State in two-thirds 


of the additional 1 . 1 upon the Farm, 


-\erever is alliance of the State 
y have been given by an advance of 
Tuccavee for the improvement of a Farm 
no intereſt to be claimed, but with the 
return of the advance, the State to be en- 
titled in a proportions! in lieu thereof, of 
two-thirds, and the Zemindar or Pürnter 
in ar other third of the encreaſed Product. | 

6E DAR”. 

In den event of hiv: inder being 
abuſed by the perſon ſoliciting and re- 
ceiving 1 ir, his Zemindarry immediately 


to be fold to anſwer for the "deficiency, 


IOFTETICN 2 and 


U 


and without SPY of the Zemindar. 8 
Maliconnah, which for his miſconduct, 


and as an r to deter others, will 


men d to vile; 


Hot 20 110 U 

8 wo conttarys enn liberality in- 
ee on a great Government to be 
granted where calamity, of ſeaſon, is fairly 
proved: of courſe, in theſe caſes, tem- 
porary remiſſions will occur but only 
temporary, becauſe it will be fair to con- 
clude, that where the aſſeſſment has been 
juſt and moderate, the loſs of one ſeaſon 
may eaſily be made up by the gain of 
five others, ſince no encreaſe in the given 


Wees of ſiye Nenne is ever to be anne 


1 — crop on 2 ground bs 
2 beyond a doubt, and one week 
invariably previous to the cutting, every 
Zemindar or Farmer muſt ſettle with his 
. Ryots,, under A penalty of ,non-perform+ 

18 t! he, Neręek or juſt price current of 
gtain in queſtion. This to prevent 
air on thoſe Who cultivate , by 


virtue. 
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Uirtue of a Baulie Pottah, or "for a divi- 
ſion of | 96 momma in Nen Gin 


* 
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Equally _ the Kiftbundoes' of the 


Zemindars be formed to accord, as nearly 


as poſſible; with the height of the ſeveral 
harveſts during the ſeaſon.” Such a mode 


us this will obviate the riſk of their ſquan- 


dering, the ſurplus of whit they may have 
received at that” juneture, to What 'they 
might, 8870 this regulation, have been 
aeeuſtomed to have fixed and collected 


from them. to Ae ch N 


4 


1 uh © 
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097A $1 it is but too notorious the many 
elaſſes f Landeholders, Rajahs and Ze- 


mindars, who by this Mocurrery Syſtem 


and the gegulätions which accompanied 
it, have een, ſome totally, others par- 
tially ejected from the Lands which they 
and bir Anbei had, under the Pleas 
fure of the Sovereign; Held for years re- 
vious to its introduction; ſo it would? be: 
liove the State to decrce ſome compenſa- 
tion to them, by enacting, chat „ 


Ks: 
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if any can become purthaſers of their 
former Occupancy, af certain Bountyiwill 
1 allowed to facilitate thp-reacquifitidn, 


Db 1toidvw :{bHigqo! T2 QUIT 220017 


© 03 Byoridithils, from the.confuliotivellich 
any other meaſure would unavoidablycre 

ate, I can ſee no redreſſ for the loſs theſe 
poor people have intermediately ſuffered. 


-90 70 ETH 53 nns Ai al 


d Withahmaiewofitha fulleMocalenow- 


ledge being attained!in!allithe 


Lands, IL would propoſe an | additibaal 


N to be added to the Board of Re- 
venue, ald him, and another from that 


Board invariably to be deputed aunuallh, 


for the -purpoſe of vifiting every Diſtrid; 
once, thoſe ſituated on the north ſide of 
the Ganges, the other; thoſe on the ſouth; 

ta receive reports on the ſtate of the 
Farms, and be authorized to cauſe any 
Collector to carry into execution whatever 


he ſuggeſts for the benefit of the Diſtrict, 


over, which his ſway muſt be as iincon- 


trouled, as the confidence muſt have been 
unbounded which occafioned his being 


P2 veſted 


| Eng | 
veſted with the ſaid Truſt. And;:his 
journey accelerated by proper ferry boats 
being kept up, and the Roads at all 
times properly repaired; which duties 
Ae belonged tothe Zemindar to 
foum, under ancient, eſtabliſned re 
-preſeibed| Cuſtoms. na. alas 92 
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In like e the Matherfa or, Oc- 


port Gunge g tound- rent, to be 
admitted. This, ſo fl from being con- 
[aderdd)a5 an an exaction of the Pans 


tors, was immemor ially a Ruſſoom or 


tax moſt chearfully paid, by thoſe who 


brought goods into the Markets for fale; 


fince, beſides the i ſhelter provided for 
them, it enjoined and bound the Pro- 
prietor to guard them againſt any laſs 
in them, either from inclemency of ſea- 
ſon, or ſufferanee by thefts; the Zemin- 

dars, or Proprietors of the {ſaid Gunges, 
defrayüng out: of the Err 
lected; an allowance for Passbans, or 
Guards, to protect the , goods of tha 
* Whether under lock and 
15 As | key, 


* 


5 
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key, or expſed, fom hn extra quantity 
50 e in che We to the open air. 
1 Eine 10 eln 
And "IPL in th [add Gunges, to to 
= allowed the collection of a {mill Tax 
from the Sellers of goods, as a feward to 
the Cizee's Officer of the Diſtrict, for 
aſcertaining that no goods are diſpoſed 


of but under or W e auge by 
his e i 36 252000 1 
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The price of Grain is never to de ar- 
Vn enſorced. When Gunges and 
Markets have been encouraged, if in am 
the price is enhanced beyond others, it 
is a momentary evil which will correct 
itlelf. In times of ſcarcity, which, from 
the local knowledge I have derived, I 
cannot admit as problematic, care Aldne 
ſhould be taken that the Beoparries 
ſhould have the freeeſt reſort to the ſe- 
veral Gunges or Hauts,, and where an 
intention to monopolize, by purchaſes 
of large quantities by an individual, was 
dee, an immediate ſtop to be put 


1 to 
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tons, by limiting him to ſuch a quantity 
as; would lay in a ſmall and ſufficient 
flore for bimielf family, and dependants, 
during the period of the apprehended 
ſcarpity; or rather, to give it a more 
applicable and natural an explanation, as 
long as che price of grain continued to be: 


higher than alas: o T6101 by 1 


1 


bono 


The Offices c of OM Collector A Ma- 
giſtrate to be veſted in the ſame perſon, 


and exerciſing the fulleſt power. Their 


falaries to be equal to the extent of their 
reſponſihility and truſt: under each diſ- 
tint Office, an Aſſiſtant of competent 
abilty, and whole; OE wall be EW 
to. be allotted, 


CT wt 4 


The 1 office, or Regiſter ho 


| fice, for all ſales of land, to aſcertain ac- 


curate accounts of the rent of the foil 
and its produce, to be reſtored to its 
complete extent. Why an office ſo an. 
cient, and of ſuch reſpectability was ever 
Wed, 18 hard to ſay! Ta a Harſh 


and 


7 — 2 


LJ 


ilbddiſpoſed Reader iti might occur, that! | 


tbe rapid inverſion of Property which has 
ſuffered ſuch violation fince this fatal in! 


novation, had, actually, been foreſeen; 
and, therefore, all; Records marking the 
miſtaken policy ot the Conquerors, had; 
ſtudiouſly, e ee by the abolition 
oft this Office. But theſe, With all WHO 
know! well, and, equally, admit che 
grounds on which it was adopted to have 
been fraught with benevolence and hu - 
manity, muſt reje& ſuch a conſtruction, 
however they myſt lament the erroneous 


judgment which dictated it's effect. 


The Sudder, or head Ge ſta- 
tioned in the ſeveral Cities, to be enjoined 


to be vigilant in requiring monthly, from 


their Deputies ſtationed in the Moffuſhl 
or internal part of the Country, accurate 
accounts, to be tranſmitted. 


Theſe are the ſketches of a Perſon 
who, 
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who, with great ſubmiſſion and defengnbe ir 
humbly kuggelts them to his Sar 
from the local experience which he has 
acquired in a long ſervice; and, however 
they may not be thaught proper to be 
adopted; ſtill, he truſts, due credit! will 
be given to him, for bringing forward 
what, in his opinion, wilt condute to the 
welfare of 1 Which on has labo- 
180 aſſiduouſſy to promote. % HO ebab 012 
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